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How can we Pay for Ecosystem Services in practice?  
A Good Practices Workshop 

· PROGRESS-InterregEurope project organises its 3rd event to show and share good practices on ecosystem services from 6 EU territories. On-line event on 25.5.2021.

· Ecosystem services are the goods and services of nature that contribute to human well-being. Identifying, evaluating, and applying the ecosystem services approach is key to the future of European societies.
· The workshop on 25.5 is organised by the University of Craiova (Romania). The event is part of the EU Green Week 2021 under the theme “Zero Pollution for healthier people and planet”.
Participation to this 3rd workshop is free and targeted to policy and decision makers who can improve their practise with PROGRESS methodologies. The overarching theme of the workshop will be the implementation of Payments for Ecosystem Services (PES), a topic of increasing interest since the last decade. Over the last 6 months project partners have analysed and discussed with their stakeholder networks that are following-up PROGRESS and identified Good Practices following the Interreg Europe GP models. “We want to bring to the European debate examples on how to implement the concept of Payment for Ecosystem Services, identified by all PROGRESS partners” says Dr. Dragos Stafanescu, coordinator of the workshop from Craiova University.
The case studies will be presented in 3 topic panels on how PES are implemented in: Forests, Farmland and National Frameworks. The array of good practices will showcase how these can be applied in other policy instruments across Europe, fulfilling this way the objective of the Interreg Europe Program. The full program is annexed and also available at the registration site on-line. Once the event is completed PROGRESS will produce a thematic handbook, Interreg Europe good practices and a policy brief, and all will be available on the project website. As the workshop coincides with the annual European Green Week organised by the European Commision a link will be made during the event between PES and Zero Pollution, the theme of this year’s Green Week.
About PROGRESS-Interreg Europe

PROGRESS is a 2019-2023 Interreg Europe project funded by the ERDF with 1,4 M €. Its aim is to tackle Operational Plans at regional or national level and other strategies dealing with the protection and valuing biodiversity and ecosystem services. The approach is based on policy learning and capacity building of the partner organizations and relevant stakeholders of the concerned policy subsystems under 4 strands: measurement of cost & benefit of ecosystem services, Integration into policy and Planning, innovative payments for ecosystem services and landscape sustainability governance. 
PROGRESS International Training Workshop 3: Innovative financial and marketing mechanisms for payment for ecosystem services - Practical workshop with Best Practices – Tuesday 25th May 2021 10 am – 13.30 pm (CET) Registration: https://www.eventbrite.es/e/practical-experiences-payment-for-ecosystem-services-itw3-progress-registration-151832841115  
PROGRESS Communication Officer: Jordi Pietx +34 630602233 · jordi@jordipietx.net 
PROGRESS Partner Contact: Dr. Dragos Stefanescu, Craiova University · mihailstefanescu@yahoo.com 
PROGRESS Website · Social Networks · Event registration: https://linktr.ee/interregprogress
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