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EUROPEAN CIRCULAR ECONOMY
PROJECT KICKS OFF IN WALES
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A NEW EUROPE-WIDE PROJECT TO HELP
SMALLER BUSINESSES ENTER THE CIRCULAR
ECONOMY AND OPERATE IN A MORE
SUSTAINABLE AND PROFITABLE WAY HAS
KICKED OFF IN WALES.

A circular economy is a key concept of the Green Economy, where high-
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quality materials derived from waste products can be supplied back to

Welsh manufacturers and used productively again and again.

A recent study (external link) by the Ellen MacArthur Foundation and the

Waste and Resources Action Programme (WRAP) identi�ed the potential

economic bene�ts of a circular economy as being more than £2billion, while

a WRAP/Green Alliance study predicts up to 30,000 new jobs could be

created.

The Circular Economy for SMEs (CESME) projecthas been established to

support SMEs to enter the green economy and future-proof their business

in a greener and more sustainable way. Supported by €1.73million of

Interreg Europe funding and including 10 partners from six European

countries, the project will share experiences, identify best practice and

provide a step by step guide for SMEs.

The project also aims to provide policy makers with the knowledge and

understanding of the bene�ts of the circular economy and advise how

support packages can be used to help SMEs to enter the circular economy.

http://www.wrapcymru.org.uk/node/17570
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/epq/waste_recycling/interreg-europe-cesme-project/


Wales hosted the �rst partner event in May, which saw all ten partners

gather in Cardi� and hear from a number of circular economy experts

including the Ecodesign Centre Wales and WRAP Cymru.

Delegates visited local SME Orangebox in Hengoed, winner of the 2002

Wales Environment Award. The company undertook a pilot project in 2014

to design an o�ce chair that is 98% recyclable with the potential to generate

sales of £5million per annum and £2.5million of added value for

Orangebox’s supply chain.

Cabinet Secretary for Environment and Rural A�airs, Lesley Gri�ths said:

The CESME project is expected to last four years with the �rst phase

focussed on working with policy makers to shape and improve selected

policy instruments and the second phase working with SMEs.
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“WALES HAS A STRENGTHENING GLOBAL REPUTATION
FOR GREEN GROWTH AND WE RECOGNISE THE

OPPORTUNITIES THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY WILL BRING.
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