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Unni Beate SekkesÞter, Founder & CEO 

Microfinance Norway  

ά{ƻŎƛŀƭ outreach of microfinance and mitigating the 
ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛƻƴέ 



A social business financing 

livelihood businesses in Norway 
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ÅRuns Entrepreneurial training  

ÅOffers start-up support/ 
mentoring  

ÅOffers  Financial education 
courses  

Åprovides guidance to those 
wanting to start a business 

ÅConnect and support borrowers 
through network groups. 

ÅWork with partners with similar 
support programs and social 
entrepreneurs 

Microfinance  Norway  
Business Training, network and Microfinancing 

Loan Fund  
ÅRaises loan capital 

ÅReviews loan applications 

ÅProvides Mikrofinance loans of 

Å25 000 til 200 000kr 

ÅMonitors repayment and any 
cases of default 

2 



4 

MFN finances entrepreneurs who want to 
create their own livelihoods  

As a Social Business we offer:  
Å Loans with good terms for people who are excluded from the workforce such as, 

welfare receipients, refugees/migrants, x-prisoners, roma people 
Å Business courses tailored specifically for potential entrepreneurs 
Å A structured process for development of business ideas and financing of ideas that have 

a high potential for success 

Vi fremmer menneskers innovasjonskraft og muligheter gjennom  
kompetansebygging, nettverksbygging og finansiering for gründere. 



The Social Issue 
 

10% 

of the population 

aspires to start a 

business 

people in Norway are currently 

outside the workforce due to 

discrimination, health issues, a 

criminal record, language 

issues, etc. 

Many of  these lack 

collateral, credit history, 

and a stable salary, and 

therefore cannot get a 

business loan 

900 000 
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Our model 
 

We give loans based on trust, social capital, and participation, rather 
than exclusively on economic capital. We add financial education to our 
courses 

Entrepreneur 

Training 

Financial 
education 

Network-
groups 

Microloan 
Continued 
support in 

groups 

Creditworthiness 
in commercial 

banks 
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ÅMikrofinance Norwayõs roots go all the way back to  Norwegian Peopleõs Aid 
ôSelvhjelpsprosjektõ launched in 1996 

Å During this time, 150 loans totalling 5.5 million kr have been issued but more 
than 1200 customers have received training/advice also. New loan fund just 
launcing now in 2017 

ÅMFN is based on international best practice, and has gathered experience from 
the European Microfinance Network. 

History 
From the self-help project to Microfinance Norway 



                                   Case June 2017: 
            hǇǇŜƎňǊŘ CǊƛǎǄǊ 
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Rashid Alswedan came from Syria 3 years 
ago. Now he has successfully started his 
own hair dressing saloon! 
Å In feb. 2016 he joined the 

entrepreneurial training course of 
Microfinance Norway Association ς 96 
hours incl. Finncial education 

Å He will soon get a loan of ϵ11 000 to 
pay for some of the extra needed 
equipment for the saloon and help 
with salary for his new staff 

Å He already employ 1 staff and will have 
one intern as well, so soon 3 new jobs 
have been created.  

Å All new jobs for refugees! 
 


