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The thematic partnership on “Traceability and 
Big Data” encourages the creation of an 
ecosystem to support innovation and 

digitisation of the agri-food sector in Europe

Mission of the S3P Agri-Food on T&BD



 Public regional authorities as innovation
drivers

 Science-industry collaboration

 Agro and ICT businesses involvement

 Clustering approach

 Innovation pilot projects

Key components of the S3P Agri-food T&BD



10 months of the S3P Agri-food on T&BD

Launching of the S3P Agri-food on T&BD (Dec 16). Florence

1st Technical Meeting S3P Agri-food on T&BD (March 
17). Seville 

Smart Regions 2.0 (June 17). Helsinki 

Digital Innovation Hubs (June 17). Kilkeny



Who? The S3P Agri-food T&BD is more than 
a network of Regions

20 regional nodes
6 associate members 

11 countries

• Andalusia (ES)

• Emilia Romagna (IT)

• Ribatejo (PO)
• Agrigo (IT)
• AFBI (IE)
• Greenport West-

Holland (NL)
• Wageningen

University (NL)
• CENSE (PO)

• Aragon (ES)
• Basque Country (ES)
• Brittany (FR)
• Central Macedonia 

(GR)
• Extremadura (ES)
• Friuli Venezia-Giulia 

(IT)
• Galicia (ES)
• Hajdu Bihar (HU)
• Limburg (NL)
• Middle Black Sea (TR)
• Navarre (ES)
• Pays de la Loire (FR)
• Pazardzhik (BG)
• Sardinia (IT)
• Satakunta (FI)
• South Ostrobothnia

Region (FI)
• South Savo (FI)
• South Transdanubian

(HU)
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Regional partnerships: governance model



The Andalusian Regional Partnership as 
an example

94 Members

7 public authorities
20 research and 

technology centres
44 ICT businesses
22 agro businesses

1 consumer association

✓ITC and agro sectors have 
been connected

✓Good practice identification

✓A service charter is to be 
produced

✓The agri-food sector challenge 
is to add value to data and use 
these data with new 
technologies



Who? The S3P Agri-food T&BD is more 
than a network of Regions



✓ Improving connections between these

partnerships and other European policies and

building key collaborative links with different DGs of

the EU Commission.

✓ Member regions agree on the need of having

specific financial support for these partnerships

and related-activities.

✓ Regions have different priorities, speed,

structure and competence and also different

capacity to allocate funds.

S3P Agri-food on T&BD: difficulties



✓ Political commitment of 20 regions and their hubs/nodes and
commitment of 6 associate members

✓ Political priority for Lead and Co-Lead regions at the highest
level

✓ Involvement of 9 regions in the Work Plan

✓ Four working areas identified

✓ Interregional governance adopted

✓ Preparation of Work Plan (to be approved in October 2017)

✓ At least a project per working area is expected next year

✓ Development of work methodologies

S3P Agri-food on T&BD main outputs and 
impact



✓ Specific funding and redirecting and
adapting European funds and
programmes, such as Interreg and H2020

✓ Coordination structures and tools.
European contact points with EU
Commission

✓Online web platform for networking

S3P Agri-food on T&BD: proposals for 
action
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