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GRABS – Inspiration for Styrian spatial planning? 

-Department of spatial planning as a partner in GRABS –  
 GI determinations in the spatial planning law 
 
-Adaptation action plan for Styrian spatial planning 
 

-Guidebook for Blue and Green Infrastructure in spatial  
 planning 
 

-Expert paper 
 

-Study visits, Best practise examples 
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GI determinations in the spatial planning law 

1) Development concepts: 
Green zones /Green belt corridors / restriction areas for agriculture / flood 
risk areas / green belt along rivers / development restricted zone 

2) Landuse maps:  
Determinations for development restricted areas 
– “keep free areas”, green belt along rivers (10 
or 20 m) 
 
 3) Zoning maps:  
Determinations for greening in zoning maps 
belong to the standard contents, obligatory 
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The adaptation action plan for Styria 
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Guidebook for Green and Blue Infrastructure in 
Spatial Planning 

- Development concepts: free zones, greenbelts, percentage of greening, 
priority areas for agriculture… 

- Landuse maps: protection areas against avalanges, floodrisk areas, 
showing up of springprotection, groundwaterprotection areas, 
playgrounds 

- Zoning maps: determination of greenfactor, degree of sealing, 
    determination of greenroofs,  
Goals/objectives: 
- Obtaining the microclimate household 
- Protection against natural hazards, Mitigation of heat island effects 
- Soil protection, Increasing of recreational factor,Groundwaterprotection 
Achievements:  
In some municipalities GI is now more implemented in the development 
concepts and in some zoning maps too – not obligatory to use guidebook  
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Guidebook for Green and Blue Infrastructure in 
Spatial Planning 
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Best practise examples - Graz 

The city of Graz  

 
 Graz: capital of Styria 

2nd largest town in Austria 
128 ha 
280,000 inhabitants 
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The city of Graz – planning instruments 
 

Graz: green district, around 40% of the area is green 
Planners and decissionmakers tried to retain the green 
infrastructure 
Special programe for green areas (1997) 
Development concept (2013) 

 - Restrictions for the green belt 
 - Climate influence 

Variety of projects strenghten the green infrastructures 
 

 

Best practise examples - Graz 
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Development concept - Graz 
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Development concept, spatial model – Graz (draft) 

-  What: greening front gardens, innercourtyards, greening of   
   basement garages, protection of trees, street trees, greening of roofs,  
   greening of noise protection walls, sealing, surface  sealing, play- 
   grounds, parking areas 

„As a preparation for masterplans and zoning maps the municipality can 
determine a guidance for builiding up areas - a so called „Räumliches Leitbild“ 
(Spatial Planning Law Styria) 

-  Where: Determining different areas  
    in city (perimeter block development,  
    multi storied buildings, villa quarter,  
    building areas in greenbelt, old town,  
    industrial areas, ….) 

http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwju2P6aw6LXAhVSJ-wKHRXJAZwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gat.st%2Fnews%2Fgrazer-innenhoefe-beleben-erwartungsvolle-stimmung-im-mediacenter-graz&psig=AOvVaw3v3PnYHheWu0yV-EMhdgnb&ust=1509802622159598
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Development concept, spatial model – Graz (draft) 

determined area

number of 

storeys

linked or single 

buildings functionmix greening

allowed kind of 

parking

other 

determinations

Old town  - linked, closed

detailed 

determinations 

in zoning maps  - 

for new ones: 

undergroundparking  …  

perimeter block 

development  - closed

detailed 

determinations 

in zoning maps

greening of 

front gardens 

and 

innercourtyards

for new ones: 

undergroundparking, 

no parking in front 

gardens and 

no noise 

protectionwalls 

along streets….

building up areas 

in greenbelt 1 to 2 open, closed  - 

greening of flat 

roofs, fences 

not higher than 

1,5 and 

viewpermeable

included in building 

or close to street  - 

…

…
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Development concept, spatial model – Graz (draft) 
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Climate suitability map of Graz 
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City of Graz, department for urban 
planning  
Open Space facilities 
August 2010 

Needs for open 
spaces open to 
the public 
m²/inhabitant 

https://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwimqpeRraLXAhULKVAKHbkACOQQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpixabay.com%2Fde%2Fcopyright-zeichen-gesch%25C3%25BCtzt-1345865%2F&psig=AOvVaw3whPFULS58WjBki7A02xu3&ust=1509796696612940
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Green Net of Graz 

560 km in size 
Connects playgrounds and parks linking them with the main 
residential areas and connecting the city centre with the 
surrounding countryside 
Idea: developped with increasing pressure on open spaces due to 
a growing population, expansion of settlements, roads and 
redevelopment of old quarters 
Model (project) for a longer term 
Hierarch. structure of the green net:corridors-ways-links 
Elements:   - mesh: forests, agricultural areas 

 - node: parks, sports and play areas… 
 - connections: alleys, rows of trees, ponds… 
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Green Net of Graz 



17 

 - Interlinkage function: safe and pleasant way 
 - Recreational function: areas for biking, playing… 
 - Ecological and climate-regulating function: improving biodiversity level, 

  trees providing shade, filter dust particles and pollutants from the air 
 - Urban design function: unique local surroundings for the 

  inhabitants, attractive for the tourists 
 

 

 
 

Green Net of Graz – key functions 

http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjmkuzrr6LXAhWKUlAKHROFBe8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kleinezeitung.at%2Fsteiermark%2Fgraz%2F5271608%2FNach-dem-Regen_Grazer-Sicherheitsmanagement-sperrt-Teile-der&psig=AOvVaw1Q_RXqe1yVZIAW8TciJI6Z&ust=1509797401452402
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Protecting the green areas of the city 
Dividing the city districts using green space 
Linking and netting together the green and open spaces 
Linking and connecting the city with its surrounding areas 
Creating recreation areas 
Allowing people to move around in the city,  

       using its green paths and corridors 
Enhancing the face of the city 
Regulating the city´s climate via its  

        cooling function 
 

   
 

 
 

 

Green Net of Graz – aims 
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Thanks for your attention 
 
Contact: 
Christine Schwaberger 
 
Provincial Government of Styria 
Department for Environment and Spatial 
planning 
Email: christine.schwaberger@stmk.gv.at 
 

https://geodaten.graz.at/WebOffice/synserver
?project=gruenes_netz_graz&client=core 
 

https://geodaten.graz.at/WebOffice/synserver?project=gruenes_netz_graz&client=core
https://geodaten.graz.at/WebOffice/synserver?project=gruenes_netz_graz&client=core

