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The Geopark's UNESCO designation is coordinated by the 

University of Bucharest, which was also in charge of the creation 

of the Geopark in 2000-2004 through a bottom-up approach, in 

partnership with local administrations, companies, universities, 

NGOs, schools and other. The University employs an integrated 

management of education, conservation and sustainable 

development. The Geopark uses local values to give the 

communities a sense of place and identity and to generate new 

incomes, especially through geotourism.

Hațeg Country Dinosaurs Geopark is a UNESCO Global Geopark, the 

only one in Romania and one of the first to join the European and 

Global Geopark Networks in 2005. It covers 12 communities from the 

Hateg Country cultural area, a depression in the Carpathian 

Mountains. This territory contains extraordinary geological heritage 

and also natural and cultural heritage, being one of the most 

interesting areas in Transylvania. The core of the geopark is the 

ancient Cretacious fauna, or the Dwarf Dinosaurs found only in this 

region. Other relevant sites are the ancient roman capital, the stone 

medieval churches, the bison reserve, carnivorous plants, many 

species of butterflies and a rich tangible and intangible cultural 

heritage.

The Geopark is an open air laboratory for academic studies, 

it developed its own interpretation network, an educational 

network – EduGeopark and one of the most appreciated 

volunteer programs in the country – Volunteers for the 

Geopark.



09:00-10:00 Dragons, Raptors, Dinosaurs  exhibition – DGTH Visitor 

Center, Hateg  

10:00-11:00 House of Science and Art – DGTH Visitor Center, 

General Berthelot Village 

11:15 -12:00 Pesteana – Hategan Village Museum  

12:00-13:00 Pesteana Marsh Nature Reserve 

13:30-15:00 Lunch Criss Guesthouse, Densus 

15:00-16:00  Densus Church 

16:00-18:00 House of Volcanoes  – DGTH Visitor Center, Densus 

village 

19:00-20:00 Dinner (Bistro Art Grill) 

 

House of Science and Art – is one of the 

Geopark's interpretation centres which tells 

the story of the dwarf dinosaurs' nests and 

eggs. We will see three original 70 million years 

old nests and a scientific reconstruction of 
Magyarosaurus dacus.

Hațeg Village Museum – a private museum where 

Nea Anton gathered, during a lifetime, interesting 

objects from the community's past and present.

Peșteana Marsh Nature Reserve – the place 

of the carnivorous plant Drosera rotundifolia or 

the Sundew. It is also an important mythic 

place for the locals, where animals are 

swallowed by the evil forces.

Study visit - day 2, 7th of MarchStudy visit - day 2, 7th of March

St. Nicholas Church, Densuș - Some believe that 

it was at first a Roman temple of the Mars, 

transformed into a church in the 19th century. 

12-13. Others believe that it was the mausoleum 

of Roman general Longinus Maximus, whose wife 

discovered the Christian religion and arranged 

the first church north of the Danube in the place 

of the mausoleum. Today, the church is unusual, 

being a mixture of styles and materials.



Study visit - day 3, 8th of MarchStudy visit - day 3, 8th of March

08:30 Transfer from Hotel Ferdinand, Haţeg 

9:00 - 10:00 Visit to “Hategana” association 

10:00 - 12:30 Tourist Trail Malaiesti Fortress - Retezat National 

Park Visitor Center 

13:00 - 14:30 Lunch (Parc Cafe) 

15:00 - 17:00 Visit to Bison reserve Silvut 

17:15 - 17:45 House  of Dwarf Dinosaurus – DGTH Visitor Center, 

Sanpetru Village 

17:45 - 18:15 House of Traditions, Sanpetru Village 

18:15- 18.30 Educational Activities of the GeoExplorers Club 

from Sântămăria Orlea 

18:30 - 20:00 Dinner (Sanpetru - Women Association) 

 

Bison Reserve, Slivuț - The reserve was 

founded in the late 1950s, being the oldest in 

Romania. The bison is the largest land animal in 

Europe, a re-wilding project is undergoing in the 

region.

Mălăiești Fortress -  The only medieval 

reconstructed fortress in the region. It tells the 

stories of the Age of Knights in a dangerous region 

at the edge of Europe.

Retezat National Park- Containing more than 

60 peaks over 2,300 m and over 100 crystal 

clear deep glacier lakes, the Retezat Mountains 

are some of the most beautiful in the 

Carpathians. The area shelters one of Europe's 

last remaining intact old-growth forest and the 

continent's largest single area of pristine mixed 

forest. In 1979 the Man and Biosphere Program 

of UNESCO included the park in the 

international network of biosphere reserves.

Sânpetru small village in Sântămaria Orlea: 

preserves the traditions in the House of traditions 

and the prehistoric nature life in House of Dwarf 

Dinosaurus.



Hateg

The Hațeg Country is situated on the road connecting from the Antiquity 

and then in the Middle Ages, Banat Country and Transylvania, two of the 

current provinces of Romania. Hațeg Country can be considered a cradle 

of civilisation being the stage of the Roman conquest and settlement and 

thus the birthplace of Romanians.

Hațeg depression is located in the western part of Romania, between the 

mountain groups Retezat and Parâng. It is an area with an important 

geostrategic position, connecting the intracarpal area with the other 

territories. 

Hațeg - București - 420km

Hațeg - Timișoara - 200km

Hațeg - Sibiu - 140km

Hațeg - Madrid - 3000km

Hațeg - Paris - 2000km

Hațeg - Roma - 1800km

Hațeg - Vilnius - 1800km

We look forward to having you here, again !We look forward to having you here, again !



If you visited Hateg 70 million years ago, you could have 

enjoyed a beautiful tropical island with palms and sunny 

beaches. On the other hand, there would also be dinosaurs, 

crocodiles and giant flying reptiles. Because they lived on an 

island, some of them are suffered from dwarfism and they all 

are unique in the world.
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