
BIODIVERSITY COLLECTION, MANAGEMENT & ANALYSIS AT 

THE EUROPEAN & GLOBAL LEVEL: WHAT QUESTIONS ARE WE 

TRYING TO ASK?

BRIAN MACSHARRY

BRIAN.MACSHARRY@UNEP-WCMC.ORG

WWW.PROTECTEDPLANET.NET



03/05/2018

2

To answer national, regional or global questions and track progress 
towards relevant biodiversity targets we need data. Not only do we need 
data we need to understand process of collecting, managing, analysis 
and discussing the data. We need to agree on common language and 
processes so that we spend our time discussing the question rather 
than any technical issues.
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Answering any questions depends 

on the following
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Data Collection 
Data Management

Analysis
Communication
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The Data Landscape
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Global targets; Aichi Biodiversity Target 11, the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals, ++
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What helps?
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Clear Data Standards lead to enhanced quality 
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Stable core team, with required technical and 
linguistic skills
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Work with relevant actors to ensure there are 
mandates asking for this data e.g. CBD, EU, EEA 
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Show the value of the data: Protected Planet 
Reports
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Work with partners
to help them, show it
is a real partnership.
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Share and showcase the data
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Share and showcase the data



03/05/2018

16

Though most importantly….a clear question and a 
clear way of answering it. 
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At a European level some of the high level questions are:
How is biodiversity doing? We use Articles 12 & 17 of the Nature 
Directives, 
Where are the protected areas and how much is covered? We use 
Natura 2000, CDDA
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At a Global level some of the high level questions are the same:
How is biodiversity doing? Many datasets, lots  of modelling and 
interpretation, no consistent data to answer this.

Where are the protected areas and how much is covered? WDPA. 
We can use this to tell us quantitative 
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How much of the world is covered 

by Protected Areas?
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Who wants to know? 
National governments, EU, UN, CBD, NGOs, Academics, 
Industry, the public, etc….

Why? 
Global Biodiversity Targets, 
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20 million km² of land covered and 25 million km² of oceans covered. 

#BIDREX #ProtectedAreas #Data
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marine.protectedplanet.net
#BIDREX #ProtectedAreas #Data
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Thank you!

brian.macsharry@unep-wcmc.org

www.protectedplanet.net

#BIDREX 

#Data 

#ProtectedAreas

#Biodiversity

mailto:brian.macsharry@unep-wcmc.org

