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Monuments Veere, Zierikzee and Middelburg are ‘heat leaks’ 

 
A big red spot near the cellar door, the façade, the windows and the doors. Of approximately 1000 
monument buildings in Zierikzee, Veere and Middelburg that have been monitored by students of the HZ 
with infra-red heat scanners, there is virtually not one that does not leak heat.  
This could mean that monument buildings, in order to become as energy efficient as possible, later on will 
only be beautiful on the outside. Because, for example, a beautiful panel door leaks heat through the 
thinnest part of the moldings. ‘Perhaps it is not that beautiful, but one can solve this problem by using an 
insulating board on the inside’ suggests Bernard Vercouteren van den Berge. The engineering teacher of 
the HZ, university of applied sciences, tells that this week in the Oostkerk in Middelburg when distributing 
the heat scans to owners of 400 monuments. And the cellar door can also be insulated. Leaking walls? 
Plasterboard with insulation behind it. These are the relatively simple solutions. Most of the heat, about 30 
to 40 percent, disappears through the roof knows Vercouteren van den Berge. But the windows also cause 
a lot of heat loss. Luckily for owners of monuments there are solutions for that as well but they will have to 
reach deeper into their pockets. For advice on energy-saving measures, homeowners can call in the SCEZ's 
monuments watch. The scan is part of a project to advise and support owners of monuments in making 
their homes more energy-efficient. This project is partly subsidized by the European Union. The 
municipalities of Middelburg, Veere and Schouwen-duiveland are participating in this project.  
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