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Regulation (GDPR) which becomes law on 25 May, delegates attending 
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A review of the capacity of the existing coastal flood defences to provide 
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of a study called the Dublin Coastal Flood Protection Project.
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Keeping up with the 24-7-365 live news cycle is becoming ever-more 
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Agencies in Carlow, Kilkenny and Wexford have joined forces to create 
a low carbon, energy-efficient ecosystem to be “a unique magnet” for 
internationally-trading companies looking for a near zero emissions, a 
European base and access to a major talent pool.
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Dublin’s emergency services have joined forces with South Dublin County 
Council and the Road Safety Authority in a combined road safety campaign, 
to outline the causes, the consequences and injuries of road collisions.
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A new €1.6m fund, launched by Social Innovation Fund Ireland (SIFI) in 
partnership with local authorities, is being supported by the Department 
of Community and Rural Development and IPB Insurance, writes Deirdre 
Mortell, SIFI’s Chief Executive Officer.
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With the Center Parcs resort ‘Longford Forest’ due to open in summer 2019, 
according to Longford County Council’s Chief Executive Paddy Mahon, the 
benefits of the project are already being experienced in this Midlands County. 
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Twenty new Irish start-up companies, in the life sciences, medical technology 
and digital health areas, have progressed to the next stage of Cork County 
Council’s ‘Bridge to MassChallenge Cork’ competition. 
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Public policy consultant Dr Seán O’Riordáin reviews the first report produced 
by National Oversight and Audit Commission on the statutory requirements 
for local authorities in producing their corporate plans.
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Waterford Greenway picked up the ‘Grand Prix’ award and topped the ‘Best 
Tourism Initiative’ category at the LAMA’s All Ireland Community & Council 
Awards 2018.
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Security intelligence consultant Michael Murphy outlines why it’s so important 
for councils to ensure they have necessary resilience in their systems against 
cyber attacks to maintain services. 
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A major EU Climate Innovation Summit in Dublin, taking place during 
‘Climate Week’ in November, is one of the main key events during the Year of 
Sustainable Business 2018

151 Anti-Dumping Initiative 
Applications are open for local authorities and community groups to apply 
under the 2018 Anti-Dumping Initiative for a share of the €2m funding 
allocated this year to crack down on illegal dumping black spots across the 
country.

153 WDC Community Loans
The Western Development Commission has supported 43 projects and 867 
jobs since it was launched a decade ago to provide loans to help community 
and not-for-profit groups in the western region to improve the social and 
economic facilities within their communities. 

155 Performance Indicators 
A reduction in vacant social housing stock, due to a major emphasis by local 
authorities to deliver on Rebuilding Ireland, was one of the main findings of 
the 2016 Local Government Performance Indicators Report by the National 
Oversight and Audit Commission (NOAC).

158 Health & Safety 
Public sector employees are five times more likely to experience violence 
than employees in other sectors, according to the findings of a new study, 
which reveal the scale of the issue for the first time in Ireland. 
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