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CREADIS3 STUDY VISITS 

Fourth study visit to Wallonia on 1-2 November 2018 

Hosted by the Partner Public Service of Wallonia, the 4th project study visit took place 1st and 2nd 

November in Namur and Mons in Wallonia (Belgium).  

The initial priority and collaboration framework for Wallonia within the CREADIS3 project is to 

Improve cross collaborations within the local ecosystem of hubs, labs, clusters, incubators, 

universities, science parks etc. This aspect was particularly addressed during the 2nd day in Mons 

with the presentations and visits of the local creative ecosystem. 

The Walloon S3 strategy 

In 2015, Wallonia has adopted its economic redeployment strategy: the Marshall Plan 4.0 whose 

goals include the development of an industrial innovation’s policy, also known as the regional 

Smart Specialization Strategy. The Walloon S3 strategy is mostly focused on its competitive 

clusters. The Walloon competitive clusters are groupings of companies, training centres and public 

or private research units in a leading sector of the economy, for instance logistics & transports, 

aeronautics & space, sustainable chemistry & materials, biotechnology & health, agro-industry and 

mechanical engineering. Beside those sectoral specialization domains, the Walloon S3 also 

emphasizes on 4 transversal axes: digital & ICT, SMEs internationalization, resources efficiency 

and creative economy. This final axe aims at stimulating creativity and innovation (also non-

technological) in order to boost the economic regional development. It identifies the CCI’s sector 

as an important sector with a strong innovation potential. 
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In order to implement this strategy, Wallonia designed a programme that puts creativity and 

innovation at the centre of the Walloon regional development: the Creative Wallonia 

programme. That programme had already launched several actions regarding the CCI’s sector. 

Among them, the Creative Hubs policy whose goals is to stimulate creative entrepreneurship 

and facilitate crossovers between companies, artists, public institutions, associations, universities, 

innovation centres, local actors, etc. It is to be noticed that the Creative Wallonia programme is 

coming to an end and that a new strategy towards CCIs may come into play. 

The 2-days programme of the Study Visit in Wallonia was focused on the Digital Arts’ sector. 

Indeed, it happened during the KIKK Festival, an international Festival of digital and creative 

cultures which the participants had the opportunity to visit. 

 

Namur and the KIKK Festival 

“Founded in 2011 in Namur, Belgium, KIKK is an non-profit 

association that promotes digital and creative cultures. We create 

bridges between art, culture, science and technology through the 

organization of event and educational projects as well as the 

production of artworks and support to creative projects. The KIKK 

Fetsival’s interest lies in the artistic and economic implications of 

new technologies. This annual event gathers people of all 

backgrounds from all around the world. They are designers,  

https://galaxy.kikk.be/
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scientists, makers, entrepreneurs, artists, architects, developers or musicians. They come to 

KIKK to tell you their personal anecdotes, to share professional experiences and innovative 

ideas, to present an artwork, a project or a product. You return home full of inspiration with 

plenty of contacts and new passions.” 

MONS and the local creative ecosystem 

The programme was also built in order to follow the CCI’s entrepreneurial 

value chain as determined by the CREADIS3 project (cf. mapping 2): 

Competence development > Creation infrastructures > Entrepreneurship > 

Innovation > Growth > Financing > Internationalisation. Therefore, 

participants travelled along the chain and examples in each of the 

elements were shown. Day 1 dealt with the two first elements: 

presentation of IDCampus and visit of the CoWallonia Coworking 

spaces. Day 2 covered the last fifth elements: presentation/visits of the Creative hub of Mons, 

its living Labs Click’ and Museum Lab; then presentations of the TWIST Cluster and the 

investment fund for creative SMEs St’Art. A final workshop was organized in order to compare the 

different regions’ elements/tools/services of their value chain. 

 

Day 1 – 1st November 

The study visit began with the Project 

Management and Steering Committee meeting 

at Coworking Namur premises in Namur, where 

CREADIS3 partners started by reviewing activities 

lead since the past study visit in the Basque Country 

last July: communication, management and finance 

related issues. 

Later, a Hosting partner’s introduction took 

place, where the speakers from the Public Service of 

Wallonia – Economic Policy Directorate, showed the 

main keyfacts concerning Wallonia. 

 



 

   6 

 

 

Next, an ID Campus presentation (competence development) Frédéric Ooms, a Speed-dating 

session with stakeholders and CREADIS3 members and the 1st site visit: Coworking 

Namur & CoWallonia (creation infrastructures) followed. 

 

Read more on Coworking Namur & CoWallonia: 

https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/good-

practices/item/908/wallonia-european-creative-district/ 

During the afternoon the 2nd site visit: KIKK Festival 

took place. The participants in the study visit had the 

opportunity to go around the different venues all along the 

city of Namur, where innovative ideas, artworks, projects and 

products were presented. 

 

 

 
 

  

 

https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/good-practices/item/908/wallonia-european-creative-district/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/good-practices/item/908/wallonia-european-creative-district/
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After the intense 1st study visit day, a networking dinner at 

the Chateau de Namur took place. Before the dinner the 

participants were especially active participating at the networking 

activity organized: a quiz. 

 

  

 
 

Day 2 –2nd November 
The second day began with the 3rd site visit to the Mons’ creative ecosystem, where the 

Creative Valley Hub (creative entrepreneurship) was presented by Bérengère Fally. Then a 

presentation of the Living Labs Click’s and Museum Lab (technological 

innovation/prototyping) by Guy Vanden Bemden took place at the Mons University. 

 

Read more on Creative Valley Hub:  

https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/good-practices/item/907/the-creative-hubs-policy-

the-example-of-creative-valley-the-creative-hub-of-the-city-of-mons/ 

http://www.creativevalley.be 

https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/good-practices/item/907/the-creative-hubs-policy-the-example-of-creative-valley-the-creative-hub-of-the-city-of-mons/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/good-practices/item/907/the-creative-hubs-policy-the-example-of-creative-valley-the-creative-hub-of-the-city-of-mons/
http://www.creativevalley.be/


 

   8 

 

 

Then, a demonstration at the Niki de 

Saint Phalle`s exhibition was lead by 

Xavier Rolland, Director of the Mons’ 

Beaux-Arts Museum, where also a lunch 

was offered to all the participants. 

  

 

 

Back in Namur, two presentations and a 

final workshop on the CCIs value chain 

were organized at the Brasserie François. 

First, it was the turn of TWIST Cluster 

presentation (growth and 

internationalisation) by Pierre Collin. Short 

after, the good practice St’Art Invest 

(financing)was presented by Antoinette 

Godin. 
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Read more on TWIST Cluster and St’Art Invest:  

http://www.twist-cluster.com/ 

http://www.start-invest.be 

 

Finally, to end the working session, a final 

workshop on the CCIs value chain was 

organized by Hosting Partner, Wallonia, 

together with Co-hosting Partner, Slovakia. 

During the workshop the participants worked 

on the different aspects of the CCIs’ 

entrepreneurial value chain:Competence 

development > Creation >Entrepreneurship 

> Innovation > Growth > Financing > 

Internationalization. 

    

 

http://www.twist-cluster.com/
http://www.start-invest.be/
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CREADIS3 PROJECT MEETINGS & EVENTS 

CREADIS3 STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS 

4th stakeholder meeting took place in the Basque Country 

Last 15th November, the Basque Country Region held the 4th stakeholder meeting in Vitoria-

Gasteiz. 

Sabin Goitia introduced the 4th stakeholder meeting and welcomed the participants and he gave a 

brief description of the current situation of the CREADIS3 project and the activities carried out 

since the last stakeholder meeting, which took place on June 2018. Also the calendar concerning 

the 2nd semester 2018 and the next milestones planned for 2019 were presented. 

Later on Itziar Redondo reported about the last 2 study visits, held in the Basque Country and in 

Wallonia. 

Then, Josean Urdangarin presented the Good practices 

report on governance and ecosystems to the 

stakeholders. The different parts in which the report is 

structured were presented, especially CCI Sector 

Analysis: Evolution and current strategies and creative 

district concept, CCI Sector characterization, SWOT 

Analysis of the CCI Sector, Conclusions of the SWOT 

Analysis and Territorial Profiles. 

A first approach to the Action Plan was planned. 

Therefore, a group dynamic session was carried out. 

The participants were divided into two groups, in 

which they discussed about the 4 main action lines of the Basque Country Action Plan. At the end 

of the session, every group presented the main conclusions. 
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Western Greece Region held 5th stakeholder meeting 

The interest shown by participants ensured the success of the 5th stakeholder group meeting held 

at the “Lithografeion” Theater on Wednesday 24th October, organized by the Regional 

Development Fund of the Region of Western Greece as one of its 6 partners from EU countries. 

In this 5th meeting, the floor was given to the 

Theatre & Cinema Creative Ecosystem of the 

RWG, among an open and constructive 

atmosphere. Representatives from theatrical 

spaces – stages, local artists, the Ephorate of 

Antiquities of Achaia, the Municipality of 

Patras, the international festivals of Patras, 

of the Municipality of Ilida, and of Olympia 

(film festival for children and young people), 

the academic community, members of social 

cooperative enterprises and start-ups, as well 

as executives from the RWG and the 

RDF/RWG, were present. 

Within the framework of the CREADIS3 project implementation and of the future short-term 

elaboration of a targeted Action Plan, a discussion was held with - both directly and indirectly - 

involved stakeholders from local public authorities, as well as research, entrepreneurship and civil 

society organizations. A consultation platform that was created specifically for this purpose was 

presented, and stakeholders active in the Culture & Creativity sectors were invited to take part in 

the dialogue, which will serve as a tool for the 

elaboration of a viable Action Plan. The RWG 

aims to capitalize on this Action Plan within the 

next Regional Operational Programme (O.P.), 

given that the goal of the CREADIS3 project is to 

promote effective strategies for cultural and 

creative industries, by supporting research, 

entrepreneurship, and the local economy 

Additionally, the CREADIS3 project consultation 

platform will function as a tool, in synergy with 

the consultation process of the Action Plan “Support to creative businesses” of the O.P. Western 

Greece 2014-2020 which is currently underway, in view of the upcoming call to provide 7,8 million 

€ in funding for cultural industries. 

During the discussion, the Vice-Governor of Regional Development & Entrepreneurship, Mr. 

onstantinos Karpetas, who was also attending, provided information on the recent call of the RWG 

“Support to creative businesses” of the O.P. Western Greece 2014-2020, as well as on other 

funding tools and operational programmes that offer support towards the achievement of the 

https://www.interregeurope.eu/creadis3/events/event/2177/western-greece-region-held-5th-stakeholder-meeting/
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goals and vision of the RWG, through coordinated efforts, strategies, and extroversion, while 

promoting and capitalizing on the region’s cultural reserves. As Mr. Karpetas emphasized, all the 

comments and issues raised will be taken into account in an attempt to incorporate them in the 

call, in cooperation with executives from the Directorate of Development Planning and based on 

the limitations of the regulatory framework. 

For more information please click: https://www.interregeurope.eu/creadis3/events/ 

CREADIS3 in the EWRC2018 

Workshop How to ensure quality in EU-funded heritage and 

architectural projects? 

On 9th October, the Basque Government representative, and RICC/Regional Initiative for Culture 

and Creativity network co-leader, highlighted the CREADIS3 project best practices and presented 

regional practices linked to the conclusions of the conference The Regional and Local 

Dimension under the Cultural Heritage held last May in Brussels and organized by the RICC 

network in collaboration with EU institutions and other networks (NECSTOUR, EuropaNostra and 

ERRIN).  

 

In line with the European Year of Cultural Heritage, the RICC representative underlined too the 

link between heritage quality and territorial governance, access to the heritage, and citizens. 

The conference conclusions will be included in the closing European working document concerning 

the quality heritage.  

More information: https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities/programme/sessions/46_en 

 

 

 

https://www.interregeurope.eu/creadis3/events/
http://www.necstour.eu/
http://www.europanostra.org/
https://www.errin.eu/
https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities/programme/sessions/46_en


 

   13 

 

 

Workshop How creative is your city? 

On 11th October Lead Partner of project CREADIS3, together with Emilia-Romagna, the city Umea 

and the Joint Research Centre (responsible for the Cultural and Creative Cities Monitor 2018) 

participated in the workshop How creative is your city?, coordinated by the European 

Commission, held in the framework of the European Week of Regions and Cities 2018 in Brussels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creadis 3 project Partners spent some networking time with Valentina Montalto (@EU_ScienceHub 

and Giorgia Boldrini (Bologna project @incredi_bol) 

 

 

 

More information: https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities/programme/sessions/167_en 

 

 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/Creadis3?src=hash
https://twitter.com/EU_ScienceHub
https://twitter.com/incredi_bol
https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities/programme/sessions/167_en
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CREADIS3 stakeholder EIDE at the European Design Days 2018 

Last 14th November EIDE – the Association of Designers of the Basque Country, one of 

@Creadis3Europe stakeholder took part in the conference Creative Systems and Strategies, at 

the Representation of the European Region Tyrol-South Tyrol-Trentino in Brussels. 

Brigitte Sauvage, Industrial Designer and Member of EIDE, introduced to the EU partners the 

Basque design power ecosystem and its potential for the territories and its link with the @Creadis3 

Europe project. She also explained how to build the Design Ecosystem of the Basque Country – 

Industry & design 4.0. 

 

The European Design Days 2018 event was organized by the ERRIN network, a well-established 

Brussels-based platform of more than 130 regional stakeholder organisations from 24 

European countries, most of whom are represented by their Brussels offices. Its Members are 

mainly regional authorities, universities, research organisations, chambers of commerce and 

clusters. They drive the agenda and the priorities of the whole network by taking an active role 

within the Working Groups or in the Management Board. Through its 13 Working Groups, ERRIN 

works with research and innovation in a very comprehensive way, promoting triple and 

quadruple helix cooperation approaches and the importance of regional innovation 

ecosystems. 

More information on the EU Design Days 2018: http://www.eudesigndays.eu/ 

More information on ERRIN Network: https://www.errin.eu/ 

 

https://twitter.com/Creadis3Europe
https://twitter.com/Creadis3Europe
https://twitter.com/Creadis3Europe
https://www.errin.eu/content/errin-members
https://www.errin.eu/content/working-group
https://www.errin.eu/content/management-board
https://www.errin.eu/content/working-group
https://t.co/BLrigUhCdD
https://www.errin.eu/
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CREADIS3 UPCOMING EVENTS 

Cultural Heritage Conference Innovating on past and future 

2018 has been designated the European Year of Cultural Heritage. Europe declarations on Cultural 

Heritage seek to promote cultural and intercultural diversity, the conservation and safeguarding of 

cultural heritage and its enjoyment by a diverse public. 

As part of this framework, the CREADIS3 project, led by the Basque Government, together with 

stakeholder Santa Maria Cathedral Foundation and the Euroepan Union, has set up the European 

Conference titled Cultural Heritage: innovating on past and future, which will be held in 

Vitoria-Gasteiz (Basque Country) on 11-12 December 2018. 

The Conference aims to explore different perspectives on Cultural Heritage understood as a social 

and creative ecosystem. 

Under the slogan "innovating the past", the Conference revisits Cultural Heritage from the social 

perspective of memory (fluctuating and unstable) and of monuments (contextual and relational). 

Moreover, under the slogan "innovating the future", the Conference aims to discuss the future 

scenarios of Cultural Heritage in terms of new governance models, new strategies of technological 

inclusion (digitalization) and new forms of social participation. 

 

More information on: https://innovating.catedralvitoria.eus/en/home/ 

https://innovating.catedralvitoria.eus/en/home/
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CREADIS3 KNOWLEDGE CORNER 

CREADIS3 Good Practices 

CREADIS3 Project Partners have identified successful 

initiatives of integrated collaboration amongst public 

administrations as well as successful support 

measures and/or tools along specific theme lines 

identified during the mapping activity carried out 

(e.g. support CCIs SMEs/support cross sectoral 

collaboration/ foster entrepreneurship and business 

development models in the CCIs sectors/ support 

internationalisation of the CCIs sectors/ implement 

innovative public-private partnerships…). Some of 

them are already validated by Interreg Europe and 

are showed at the Policy Learning Platform 

https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/good-

practices/ 

Kasvu Open – Central Finland’s good practice winner of EEPA2018 

Kasvu Open, one of the good practices of 

CREADIS3 partner Central Finland, has been 

granted with two significant prizes in November 

2018. The President of the Republic of Finland, 

Sauli Niinistö, granted the Internationalisation 

Award of the President of the Republic to Kasvu 

Open on Wednesday, November 14, 2018. The 

recognition is granted each year to Finnish 

companies that have gained international 

success, and to the organisations behind them.  

Kasvu Open was succesful also on European 

level, winning its own category, Supporting the 

Internationalisation of Business, in European Enterprise Promotion Awards (EEPA) 2018. 

Kasvu Open is Finland’s largest company-oriented business coaching programme offering free of 

charge sparring to any SME willing to grow. originally developed by Central Finland Chamber of 

Commerce together with University of Jyväskylä. Today, Kasvu Open is run by Kasvu Open Ltd, 

Chamber of Commerce being of the partners. Kasvu Open’s origin lies in discontent with public 

https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/good-practices/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning/good-practices/
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business development services which are often too generic to meet individual companies’ 

development needs. 

Kasvu Open offers free of charge business coaching to all companies willing to grow despite their 

line of business, size or age. Business coaches are professionals from different sectors and they 

work pro bono. Every eager-to-grow company joining Kasvu Open growth programme has an 

opportunity to present their own ideas, test them, receive feedback, polish their plans and try to 

solve problems together with the business experts. Every participating company gets at least 45 

minutes free sparring, and the most potential companies for growth are selected to continue on 

suitable growth path and the best ones finally to Kasvu Open finals. Companies find out about the 

programme through existing networks or different social media channels. Business experts join in 

through existing networks. Main stakeholders and beneficiaries are Finnish SMEs. In the long run, 

the practice benefits the whole company development field by changing it to more company-

oriented. Also several CCI companies have already participated in Kasvu Open process. 

More information on: https://www.kasvuopen.fi/ 

More information on the CREADIS3 good practices on the project website: 

https://www.interregeurope.eu/creadis3/good-practices/ 

CREADIS3 in e-book | Connecting Cultures, Connected Citizens 

The e-book Connecting cultures, connected citizens' containing “Inspiring examples of 

Interreg cultural heritage projects in the framework of the 2018 European Year of Cultural 

Heritage” has selected also Creadis3Europe project as a good overview of collaborative efforts by 

regions on CulturalHeritage and EuropeForCulture. 

 
More information on:  

http://www.interact-eu.net/library#1843-e-book-connecting-cultures-connected-citizens 

https://www.interregeurope.eu/creadis3/good-practices/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/CulturalHeritage?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/EuropeForCulture?src=hash
http://www.interact-eu.net/library#1843-e-book-connecting-cultures-connected-citizens
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https://www.interregeurope.eu/creadis3/ 

https://twitter.com/Creadis3Europe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.interregeurope.eu/creadis3/
https://twitter.com/Creadis3Europe
https://twitter.com/Creadis3Europe
https://europa.eu/cultural-heritage/

