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BRIEF PRESENTATION OF LA RIOJA 
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La Rioja (capital: [ƻƎǊƻƷƻύis a
Spanish region located in the
North of the Iberian Peninsula
and takespart of the Ebrovalley.
It is the second smallest
autonomousregion and the one
with fewer inhabitants in Spain,
315.381 in 2017, representing
0.7%of the Spanishpopulation.
Half of the region contains 174
municipalities,94 of whichwith a
population under 200
inhabitants, whereasnearly half
of its citizenslive in the capital.

BRIEF PRESENTATION OF THE REGION



5

KEY INDICATORS OF LA RIOJA REGION.

INDICATOR YEAR LA RIOJA SPAIN % SPAIN

Area (Km2) 2017 5.045             505.990                1,0%

Population 2017 315.381         46.572.132           0,7%

Population density (inhabitant / Km2) 2017 62                 92                        é.

GDP (thousands of ú) 2017 8.136.621       1.163.662.000       0,7%

GDP per capita (ú/ person) 2017 26.044           24.999                 é.

Unemployment rate (%) 2017 12,0% 17,2% é.

Internal R&D expenditure (thousands of ú)2016 67.336           13.259.769           0,5%

Expenditure on R+D/GDP 2016 0,84% 1,19% é.

Total exports (thousands of ú)2017 1.848.183       277.125.736         0,7%

Coverage rate of the foreign trade (%) 2017 136% 92% é.

Agri-food exports (% of total exports) 2017 32,1% 17,10% é.

BRIEF PRESENTATION OF THE REGION
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Accordingto the LaRiojaInstitute for
Statistics(Instituto de 9ǎǘŀŘƝǎǘƛŎŀde
La Rioja, IAS), in 2017 the gross
domestic product (GDP)in La Rioja
was ϵ8,132M (the highest since
2012), representing 0.7% of the
nationalGDP.

According to the available Eurostat
(2017) figures, in 2015 GDP per
capitain PPSwas28,200

TheGDPper capita is at ϵ, which is
abovethe nationalaverageόϵ24,999)
and slightlybelow the EU28 average
όϵ29,121).

BRIEF PRESENTATION OF THE REGION
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BRIEF PRESENTATION OF THE REGION

Basedon the secondestimationaddressedby the National Institute of Statistics(INE)of the
RegionalAccountingDepartment of Spain,the contributions of the different sectorsto the
regionalgrossvalueadded(GVA)in 2016were: agriculture5,9%, industry 29,2%, construction
6,0% and services58.81%. The industrial sector constitutesthe cornerstoneof the regional
economydue to its contribution to the production, employmentgenerationand links to the
primary sector,which is another essentialelement of the economicactivity of LaRioja. Such
predominanceof the industryin regionalGVAhasbeena constantin the lastdecade.
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REGIONAL INNOVATION SCOREBOARD 2017. European Comision

LA RIOJAIS A MODERATE+ INNOVATOR,
and innovation performancehas increased
over time.

SPANISH REGIONS DETAIL.
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PRESENTATION OF PRELIMINARY 
RESULTS OF THE REGIONAL DIAGNOSIS
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SOCIOECONOMIC CONTEXT OF AGRI-FOOD SECTOR IN THE REGION

SHARE OF EMPLOYMENT IN MANUFACTURING TOTAL %. FOOD INDUSTRY. 2015 YEAR

SOURCE:  EUROSTAT

Å La Rioja is a Spanish region with the highest percentage of employees in the food 
industry over the total manufacturing industry.

Å In comparison with the European Union, La Rioja is positioned in the third place, 
only through Cyprus and Greece.
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SOCIOECONOMIC CONTEXT OF AGRI-FOOD SECTOR IN THE REGION

AGRARIAN SECTOR IN EU, SPAIN AND LA RIOJA. 2015 YEAR.

PRODUCTION VALUE AT BASIC PRICE
Thousands of euros.

European Union 

(UE 28)
Spain La Rioja

% La Rioja / 

UE 28

CEREALS (including seeds) 50.241,43 3.607,41 33,41 0,07%

INDUSTRIAL CROPS 20.452,67 1.016,36 7,82 0,04%

FORAGE PLANTS 22.586,68 1.702,48 8,25 0,04%

VEGETABLES AND HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS 54.232,87 8.547,35 154,60 0,29%

POTATOES (including seeds) 10.300,82 585,78 9,65 0,09%

FRUITS 26.430,92 8.770,43 206,89 0,78%
Grapes 2.657,71 865,99 151,75 5,71%

Olives 2.317,28 1.774,83 5,3 0,23%

WINE 22.804,97 1.092,14 69,09 0,30%

OLIVE OIL 5.311,97 1.772,64 1,71 0,03%

OTHER CROP PRODUCTS 2.782,66 97,57 2,37 0,09%

CROP OUTPUT 215.144,98 27.192,16 493,79 0,23%

ANIMALS 100.200,56 12.501,90 92,22 0,09%

ANIMAL PRODUCTS 64.818,14 4.225,43 11,77 0,02%

ANIMAL OUTPUT 165.018,71 16.727,33 103,99 0,06%

AGRICULTURAL SERVICES OUTPUT 20.358,93 514,92 10,75 0,05%

AGRICULTURAL OUTPUT 400.522,61 44.434,41 608,53 0,15%

SOURCE: Eurostat

Å Thefirst agriculturalsectorin LaRiojais the VINEYARDANDWINE. Thewine only includesthe production
of the cooperativesector,whichrepresentsthe 30%of the total wine productionof LaRioja.

Å Thesecondcropin valueisMUSHROOM,it is includedin vegetablesandhorticultural.
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COMPARISON OF PRODUCTIVITY BETWEEN SPAIN AND LA RIOJA. 2015 YEAR. euro/employee

SOURCE: Department of Agriculture and Food and Statistics National Institute.

Å Theagriculturalsectorandthe food industryin LaRiojahavea higherproductivitythan Spain.
Å Notethat total productivity in all sectorsisalsohigherin LaRiojathan in Spain.

SOCIOECONOMIC CONTEXT OF AGRI-FOOD SECTOR IN THE REGION
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KEY INDICATORS OF AGRARIAN SECTOR.

YEAR LA RIOJA SPAIN % SPAIN

Gross value added. Thousand ú2017 450.833 30.165.000 1,5%

Gross value added % 2017 5,50% 2,90% é..

Productivity 2016 45.238 36.912 é..

Total exports (thousands of ú)2017 15.117 16.649.846 0,1%

Coverage rate 2017 30% 135% é..

Agrian exports (% of total exports) 2017 0,80% 6% é..

CROP SURFACE DISTRIBUTION. Å Thelow coveragerate in the agrariansector is due
to the most of the agricultural production is
transformed in wine and mushrooms. In addition,
the conservationindustry of La Rioja get a high
quantity of raw material from other countries, for
exampleSouthAmerica.

Å The first group of cultivation in La Rioja is cereals
(wheat,barley,triticale ...) aswell asthe vineyardis
in secondplace

Å La Rioja is a typical Mediterranean region, with
cereal,vineyard,almondandolivarasmaincrops.

CROP GROUPS Ha %

 TOTAL 130.647 100%

CEREALS 50.674 38,8%

VINEYARDS 46.876 35,9%

ALMOND TREES 9.651 7,4%

OLIVE TREES 5.641 4,3%

OTHER FRUITS 4.945 3,8%

VEGETABLES AND HORTICULTURAL 

PRODUCTS 4.277 3,3%

INDUSTRIAL CROPS 3.123 2,4%

PEAR TREES 2.505 1,9%

FOREGE CROPS 2.422 1,9%

LEGUMINOUS 1.896 1,5%

POTATOES 1.142 0,9%

SOCIOECONOMIC CONTEXT OF AGRI-FOOD SECTOR IN THE REGION

SOURCE: Statistics National Institute.

SOURCE: Department of Agriculture.
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SUBSECTOR Nº
% Total 

s/ I.Alim.
a ϵ

% Total 

s/ I.Alim.
a ϵ

% Total 

s/ I.Alim.
a ϵ

% Total 

s/ I.Alim.

Wines 2.629 39,6 797 44,7 425 40,7 48 67,9

Preserves fruits and vegetables 1.159 17,4 330 18,5 190 18,1 6 8,3

Meat industry 1.433 21,6 318 17,9 211 20,1 10 14,8

Sugar, coffe and confectionery 194 2,9 82 4,6 62 5,9 1 1,9

Bakery and pasta 587 8,8 70 3,9 33 3,1 2 2,3

Other products 288 4,3 64 3,6 37 3,6 1 1,4

Milling and starches 113 1,7 47 2,7 37 3,6 1 0,7

Animal feeding 35 0,5 28 1,6 23 2,2 0 0,1

Oils and fats 78 1,2 20 1,1 13 1,3 1 1,6

Milk products 63 0,9 14 0,8 9 0,9 0 0,6

Fish industry 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Spirits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Other alcoholic beverages 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL FOOD INDUSTRY 6.646 100 1.781 100 1.046 100 70 100

Employees Turnover
Purchase of raw 

materials

Gross investmen in 

material assets

MAIN INDICATORS OF THE FOOD INDUSTRY IN LA RIOJA

SOCIOECONOMIC CONTEXT OF AGRI-FOOD SECTOR IN THE REGION

Stronglyrelated to the agrariansector, the first sector of the food industry in La Rioja is WINE, followed by
VEGETABLEPRESERVES. In these two sectorsare the largest food companies. There is a high presenceof
multinationals,especiallyin the winesector.



SOCIOECONOMIC CONTEXT OF AGRI-FOOD SECTOR IN THE REGION

15
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SOCIOECONOMIC CONTEXT OF AGRI-FOOD SECTOR IN THE REGION
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INDICATOR AMOUNT

% Agrifood sector Internal R&D expediture 

over business sector 18,3%

% Agrifood sector Innovation expediture over 

business sector 8,3%

% Agrifood sector human resources on R&D  

over business sector 5,4%

Intensity of innovation 0,60%

% Innovative companies 39%

SOCIOECONOMIC CONTEXT OF AGRI-FOOD SECTOR IN THE REGION
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SOCIOECONOMIC CONTEXT OF AGRI-FOOD SECTOR IN THE REGION

WINES PROTECTED DESIGNATIONS OF ORIGIN

TRADITIONAL SPECIALITIES GUARANTEEDPROTECTED GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS

WARRANTY MARKS
COLLECTIVE BRANDS
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SUPRAREGIONAL CONTEXT OF AGRI-FOOD SECTOR


