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Dutch country houses and landed estates

• Smaller than most European counterparts

• Britain: c. 1200 hectares and more. NL: most 5 to 200 hectares, some c. 500 ha, with

exceptions (1000 hectares +)

• Traditionally estate building was dominated by the nobility

• Rise of new elites have lead to the creation of new country estates

• Middle Ages-1600: castles with large landed estates for nobility (landed elite)

• 1600-1800: country houses and estates for city regents

• 1800-1940: smaller country houses for elite borne of finance, commerce and industry
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Modest estate size, 

great regional impact
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A spatial approach to country estates
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Gelders Arcadia

Gelders Genootschap (Gelderland Society), together with the

municipalities of Arnhem, Renkum, Rheden, Rozendaal and 

Wageningen, Province of Gelderland, estate owners, experts from

various disciplines
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Regional qualities of Gelders 

Arcadia

• Zone with country houses and estate 

from Middle Ages till early 20th C

• City of Arnhem as centre of the

country house zone

• Situated along the flanks of the ice-

pushed ridges of the Veluwe

• Use of relief in geometric and 

landscape parks

• Important vistas and panoramas

towards the rivers Rijn and IJssel

• Remarkable waterworks such as 

cascades, fountains and man-made 

brooks
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Challenges and problems

• Urbanisation processes can threaten

the regional qualities

• Spatial fragmentation of estate 

landscapes (various owners)

• Limited economic strength of country 

estates, with a search for new 

economic values and functions

• High maintenance costs to upkeep

the heritage

• Public vs private interests

Gelders Arcadia: 

• new developments as 

opportunities to maintain and 

develop individual country 

estates and the zone as a whole

• Regional cooperation between

private and public stakeholders
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Cooperation in Gelders Arcadia

• Stakeholder meetings since 2007: 

discuss present-day challenges in 

an informal and safe setting 

(platform)

• Workshops, excursions, 

interviews, publications: create

awareness among a large public

• Grand Tour for estate owners and 

politicians: create cooperation at a 

regional scale, create trust!

• Declaration of Intent, Gelders 

Arcadia, 2009
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2011

• Covenant Gelders Arcadia

• Publication: Atlas of Gelders 

Arcadia

• Publication: Opportunities for

Gelders Arcadia
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2014-2017

• Vision for Gelders Arcadia
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Lessons learned

• Regional cooperation is vital for maintaining

regional qualities and stimulating new 

developments in Gelders Arcadia 

• Regional network of estate owners, governments, 

experts is essential to create awareness, 

cooperation and trust

• Learning case: Who ensures regional cooperation? 

Who takes the lead? How do we ensure continuity?
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