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Waste management in Flanders: 

Instruments & Results
Policy instruments

Why introducing Landfill taxes ?

Å No / less waste (on landfills).
Å Evolving to a Circular economy

How realizing this objective ?

Å Changing behaviour of waste 
producer (chain approach)

Å Promoting / discouraging systems 
of waste treatment / management

Anne Vandeputte - OVAM - Athens - Greece - 29.03.2013
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Waste management in Flanders: 

Instruments & Results
Policy instruments

The implementation of the waste policy and strategy 

requires the use of different policy instruments.

3 types of policy instruments:
< legal instruments (e.g. legislation, penalties, producers 
responsibility, voluntary agreement, stimulation of the intermunicipal 
co-operation, etc é);
< economic instruments (e.g. levies, financial support, PAYT tax, 
etc é);
< social instruments (e.g. information and awareness raising 
campaigns, education programs at schools, etc é).

The challenge is to find out the most appropriate instrument 
or mix of policy instruments to achieve the targets.
üAge of Interaction / Complexity

Anne Vandeputte - OVAM - Athens - Greece - 29.03.2013
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Waste management in Flanders: 

Instruments & Results

Policy instruments

< Environmental levies on landfilling and incineration of 

waste (economic instrument). 

<Take-back obligations, based on the principle of producer 
responsibility and polluter pays principle (legal instrument). 

< Methodical approach to the waste problem trough 

drafting waste management plans (legal instrument).

<Landfill and incineration bans (legal instrument).

Anne Vandeputte - OVAM - Athens - Greece - 29.03.2013
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Waste management in Flanders: 

Instruments & Results

Legal instruments

Importance of decision / action level:

ÅLittering -> local : Mayor (Decree August 1790)

ÅDumping -> regional : inspection services

ÅOverall policy preparation -> regional

Anne Vandeputte - OVAM - Athens - Greece - 29.03.2013
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Offering alternatives
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Offering alternatives
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Diftar : differential tarification
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Offering alternatives
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Pay as you buy



9

Offering alternatives
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Communication

Creating support / sensitivity

Installing credibility
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Legislative aspects

Waste Management Act 2nd July 1981

1990 : landfill tax was introduced at almost EUR10/t. 

1993 - 1997 : the tax rose from EUR 15/t to EUR 54/t. 

1998 ï2017 : the tax increased from EUR 64/t to EUR 

75/t in 2007 and almost EUR 80/t in 2010. 

Since 1998, the Flemish government has prohibited the 

incineration and landfilling of separately collected 

municipal waste and since 2000 the landfilling of 

untreated municipal waste is also banned.
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Waste management in Flanders: 

Instruments & Results 
Tariff versus environmental levies 2011 (in Euro)

Anne Vandeputte - OVAM - Athens - Greece - 29.03.2013


