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Waste management in Flanders: 

Instruments & Results
Policy instruments

Why introducing Landfill taxes ?

• No / less waste (on landfills).
• Evolving to a Circular economy

How realizing this objective ?

• Changing behaviour of waste 
producer (chain approach)

• Promoting / discouraging systems 
of waste treatment / management

Anne Vandeputte - OVAM - Athens - Greece - 29.03.2013
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Waste management in Flanders: 

Instruments & Results
Policy instruments

The implementation of the waste policy and strategy 

requires the use of different policy instruments.

3 types of policy instruments:
 legal instruments (e.g. legislation, penalties, producers 
responsibility, voluntary agreement, stimulation of the intermunicipal 
co-operation, etc …);
 economic instruments (e.g. levies, financial support, PAYT tax, 
etc …);
 social instruments (e.g. information and awareness raising 
campaigns, education programs at schools, etc …).

The challenge is to find out the most appropriate instrument 
or mix of policy instruments to achieve the targets.
➢ Age of Interaction / Complexity

Anne Vandeputte - OVAM - Athens - Greece - 29.03.2013
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Waste management in Flanders: 

Instruments & Results

Policy instruments

 Environmental levies on landfilling and incineration of 

waste (economic instrument). 

Take-back obligations, based on the principle of producer 
responsibility and polluter pays principle (legal instrument). 

 Methodical approach to the waste problem trough 

drafting waste management plans (legal instrument).

Landfill and incineration bans (legal instrument).

Anne Vandeputte - OVAM - Athens - Greece - 29.03.2013
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Waste management in Flanders: 

Instruments & Results

Legal instruments

Importance of decision / action level:

• Littering -> local : Mayor (Decree August 1790)

• Dumping -> regional : inspection services

• Overall policy preparation -> regional

Anne Vandeputte - OVAM - Athens - Greece - 29.03.2013
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Offering alternatives
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Offering alternatives
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Diftar : differential tarification
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Offering alternatives
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Pay as you buy
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Offering alternatives
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Communication

Creating support / sensitivity

Installing credibility
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Legislative aspects

Waste Management Act 2nd July 1981

1990 : landfill tax was introduced at almost EUR10/t. 

1993 - 1997 : the tax rose from EUR 15/t to EUR 54/t. 

1998 – 2017 : the tax increased from EUR 64/t to EUR 

75/t in 2007 and almost EUR 80/t in 2010. 

Since 1998, the Flemish government has prohibited the 

incineration and landfilling of separately collected 

municipal waste and since 2000 the landfilling of 

untreated municipal waste is also banned.
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Waste management in Flanders: 

Instruments & Results 
Tariff versus environmental levies 2011 (in Euro)

Anne Vandeputte - OVAM - Athens - Greece - 29.03.2013
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Waste management in Flanders: 

Instruments & Results 
environmental levies 2017 (in Euro)

Anne Vandeputte - OVAM - Athens - Greece - 29.03.2013

Landfilling of flammable waste ........................................................................................ 101,91 EUR/t

Landfiling of non-flammable waste................................................................................... 56,05 EUR/t

Incineration without permit ............................................................................................. 270,84 EUR/t

Landfilling of household waste that cannot be incinerated in an incinerator .................... 36,12 EUR/t

Landfilling of flammable recycling residues ..................................................................... 101,91 EUR/t

(some categories have a lower tax rate = compensation factor)

Landfilling of non-combustible recycling residues ............................................................ 56,05 EUR/t

(some categories have a lower tax rate = compensation factor)

Landfilling of dredging sludge on a specific site therefore permitted .................................. 0,19 EUR/t

Landfilling of residues from permitted treatment facilities of sewage sludge ...................... 5,42 EUR/t

Landfilling of residues from soil remediation.......................................................................... 3,98 EUR/t

Landfilling of sludge residues from the cleaning of sieving sand........................................ 5,42 EUR/t

Landfilling of inert waste................................................................................................... 19,87 EUR/t

Landfilling of ore residues .................................................................................................. 9,03 EUR/t

Landfilling of iron oxide of waste from zinc production ....................................................... 9,03 EUR/t

Landfilling of gypsum or calcium chloride waste................................................................. 1,81 EUR/t

Landfilling of immobilised non-flammable waste ............................................................. 30,58 EUR/t
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Region: improvement of the PI

Interim initiatives on policy improvement by revision and 

amending relevant legislation/rules:

➢ Sustainable Materials Act (former Waste Management 

Act) : chapter Levies & environmental taxes:

▪ Zero taxation on residual waste coming from accredited 

ELFM-projects (currently : 4 – 6 euro/ton) : Law passed 

and new rules in place from 1st July 2017

➢ Environmental Permitting Act:

▪ specific framework for large scale mining-projects with regard to landfills and 

the ELFM-concept

➢ Brownfieldcovenant Act:

▪ Since 7th call launched in April 2017: emphasis on landfill(site) projects : 8 

landfill projects submitted
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Waste management in Flanders: 

Instruments & Results

Anne Vandeputte - OVAM - Athens - Greece - 29.03.2013
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Waste management in Flanders: 

Instruments & Results

Anne Vandeputte - OVAM - Athens - Greece - 29.03.2013

Statistics on 

landfill tax 

payments
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Waste management in Flanders: 

Instruments & Results

Anne Vandeputte - OVAM - Athens - Greece - 29.03.2013
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Waste management in Flanders: 

Instruments & Results

Anne Vandeputte - OVAM - Athens - Greece - 29.03.2013Total amount combustible waste – combustible residues – residues PST – full taxation landfilling
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Waste management in Flanders

1/12/2019 │ 19
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