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We monitor

• Visitor streams

• Quantitatively

• Qualitatively

• Biodiversity

We calculate

• Economic spin-off

• Ecosystemservices

Together with govermental agencies, ngo’s, 

universities,… 
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This gives us

• Data as proof / supporting evidence

• ‘The same language’ as policy makers i.e. 

• Knowledge about our ‘customers’

• Foundation for improvement
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Some examples

1. Counting visitors

2. Hiking Research - with province Limburg (B)

3. National Park Hoge Kempen

4. Social benefits of ecological restoration of the river Meuse

5. Transboundary biodiversity survey

Regional Landscape

Kempen~Broek

Meuse Valley

Hoge Kempen
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1. Counting visitors
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In Kempen~Broek: 1.260 km trails
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1. Counting visitors

sensors

slabs

tubes
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1. Counting visitors

Slab

counter
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1. Counting visitors

Sensor

counter in 

waterproof container

sensor
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1. Counting visitors
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1. Counting visitors

Company: www.eco-compteur.com

Cost:

• Slab: ca. 3.300 EUR

• Sensor: ca. 2.300 EUR

• Read out manualy: 

> in Kempen~Broek > 15 counters 

> 1 person ca. 2 days > 2 times/year

http://www.eco-compteur.com/
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1. Counting visitors

Visitor interviews and surveys
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2. Hiking Research (province wide)

• Limburg (B) as ‘greenest province’ in Flanders 

• Important hiking and cycling destination

• 2000 km hiking routes

www.wandeleninlimburg.be
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2. Hiking Research (province wide)

Average hiking distance
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2. Hiking Research (province wide)

Reasons for breaks
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2. Hiking Research (province wide)

Age
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2. Hiking Research (province wide)

Reasons to come?
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2. Hiking Research (province wide)

SWOT
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2. Hiking Research (province wide)

Overall satisfaction
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2. Hiking Research (province wide)

Average spending
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2. Hiking Research (province wide)

# hikers spending / year
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2. Hiking Research (province wide)

March - April 2019 vs. March - April 2020

+ 28-42% hikers
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2. Hiking Research (province wide)

Research University Antwerp (11.300 participants):

• Nearly all respondents went out into nature regularly during 

the coronacrisis, more than a third even several times a day. 

• More than half did this more often than before the 

coronacrisis. 
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2. Hiking Research (province wide)

Research University Antwerp:

• More than half of the respondents who found their way to 

nature are experiencing nature even more positively than 

before the coronacrisis. Most are grateful for the alternative 

to sitting inside.

• The vast majority consider it important for health to go into 

nature. Almost 90% feel fitter, more positive, more relaxed, 

happier, less anxious and less vulnerable after being in 

nature.
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2. Cycling (province wide)

Total spending: 57.330.000 EUR / year

2,1 million cyclists (recreational) / year

Average spending/ cycling tour (45 km) = 27,63 EUR
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cycling and hiking

100 Million EUR each year

#1 reason to come:
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3. National Park Hoge Kempen

Hikers 2006 – 2018   



27

3. National Park Hoge Kempen

Cyclists 2006 – 2018   
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3. National Park Hoge Kempen

Participants Ranger activities 2006 – 2018   
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3. National Park Hoge Kempen

Visitors visitor centres 2006 – 2018    
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3. National Park Hoge Kempen

Direct turnover 2006 – 2018   
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3. National Park Hoge Kempen

Increase overnight tourists 2005-2013
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4. Social benefits of ecological restoration of the river

Meuse

from flood protection to ecological restoration



33

4. Social benefits of ecological restoration of the river

Meuse

from flood protection to ecological restoration
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4. Social benefits of ecological restoration of the river

Meuse
Ecosystem services

Total annual value of the social benefits of the 

redevelopment measures of the Meuse valley

Tourism

Drinking water supply

Carbon sequestration

Flood protection

Management costs

Agriculture

19,26 

million EUR/y

24,63 

million EUR/y
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(Future) questions

• Gain more insight in how much of this money is reinvested

back in nature, landscape, infrastructure,… by those who

benefit?

• Maximum carrying capacity of nature?

• …
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5. Transboundary Survey of Biodiversity

www.waarnemingen.be en www.waarneming.nl

“The largest nature platform in the Netherlands and Belgium to 

enable everyone to store and share nature observations 

via the internet in order to document the richness of nature for 

now and for the future.”
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5. Transboundary Survey of Biodiversity
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birds 295 mammals 42
reptiles and 

amphibians 16 butterflies 45

dragonflies 58
insects 

(other) 83

molluscs 69

moths 1085

fish 23

plants 826

mushrooms 831

mosses and lichens
263

arthropods (other) 205

grasshoppers 
and crickets 30

bugs and cicadas 296

beetles 702

bees, wasps and ants
483

flies and mosquitoes
506

algae, weeds,… 133

5.991 Species observed
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As part of our UNESCO Man and Biosphere application procedure, 

we are working on an Agenda for Scientific research, Monitoring and

Education

Who has ideas, examples, methods which can be shared?


