
THE REPAIRING AND TRANSFORMING 
ROLE OF SOCIAL ECONOMY

Social Seeds Project event: Leveraging 
Social Enterprises for a more resilient, inclusive 
and sustainable Europe
18 November 2020

Max Bulakovskiy 
max.bulakovskiy@oecd.org 



Why is the social economy playing an even greater 

role given COVID-19 and its consequences?

While estimates vary, across EU28 countries, there exist 2.8 million traditional social economy 
organisations (SEOs), employing about 6.3% of the EU workforce (or 13.6 million jobs) according 
to CIRIEC (2017). 



What do we mean by social economy? 
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Social economy organisations implement 
specific business models characterised by two 
elements: (i) they address societal needs and 
(ii) they are organised differently compared to 
mainstream economic actors

Source: OECD, 2020
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/view/?ref=135_135367-
031kjiq7v4&title=Social-economy-and-the-COVID-19-crisis-
current-and-future-roles

https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/view/?ref=135_135367-031kjiq7v4&title=Social-economy-and-the-COVID-19-crisis-current-and-future-roles


What does the OECD do to support policymakers? 
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EU/OECD Better Entrepreneurship Policy Tool

An online tool designed for 
policy-makers and other 
interested parties at local, 
regional and national level 
designed to help assess level of 
development of social 
entrepreneurship and inclusive 
entrepreneurship policies . 

Recent publications

Global Action on Social and Solidarity Economy 

Selected examples of relevant OECD actions  

• A 3-year action covering all EU+6 countires
• A practical guide on legal frameworks
• A practical guide on social impact measurement
• A practical guide on internationalisation
• Country Fact Sheets
• 6 to 8 peer learning partnerships

Social innovation at local level 

• Upcoming report Building social encosystems
for social innovation

https://betterentrepreneurship.eu/
https://www.oecd.org/cfe/leed/fpi-action.htm#:~:text=In%202020%2C%20the%20OECD%20launched,a%20period%20of%20three%20years.


Social Entrepreneurship in Europe: In-depth country reviews

• Boosting social entrepreneurship and social enterprise development in Estonia (2019)

• Boosting social entrepreneurship and social enterprise development in the Netherlands (2019)

• Boosting social entrepreneurship and social enterprise development in Lithuania (2019)

• Boosting social entrepreneurship and social enterprise creation: Unlocking the potential of social enterprises in 
Czech Republic (2016)

• Boosting social entrepreneurship and social enterprise creation: Unlocking the potential of social enterprises in 
Croatia (2016)

Relevant publications:

Policy Briefs

• Policy Brief on Scaling the Impact of Social Enterprises (2016)
• Policy Brief on Social impact measurement for social enterprises (2015)
• Policy Brief on Social Entrepreneurship (2013)

Compendium

• Boosting Social Enterprise Development:Good Practice Compendium (2017)

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/industry-and-services/boosting-social-entrepreneurship-and-social-enterprise-development-in-estonia_8eab0aff-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/industry-and-services/boosting-social-entrepreneurship-and-social-enterprise-development-in-estonia_8eab0aff-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/industry-and-services/boosting-social-entrepreneurship-and-social-enterprise-development-in-the-netherlands_4e8501b8-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/industry-and-services/boosting-social-entrepreneurship-and-social-enterprise-development-in-lithuania_502fc6ef-en
http://www.oecd.org/cfe/leed/Czech Republic Report  06.03.17-FINAL.pdf
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/industry-and-services/boosting-social-entrepreneurship-and-social-enterprise-development-in-estonia_8eab0aff-en
http://www.oecd.org/employment/leed/Policy-brief-Scaling-up-social-enterprises-EN.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/cfe/leed/PB-SIM-Web_FINAL.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/cfe/leed/Social entrepreneurship policy brief EN_FINAL.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/publications/boosting-social-enterprise-development-9789264268500-en.htm


Visit the Social Economy and Innovation Unit webpage for more information on our events and 

publications 

www.oecd.org/fr/cfe/leed/social-economy

Communicate with us

socialeconomyandinnovation@oecd.org

max.bulakovskiy@oecd.org
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