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1/3th built-on area 
16% covered
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BUA : ± 20% covered in 2050

‘Modelling urban expansion and its hydrological
impacts’, PhD, 2010, KU Leuven - Poelmans, L.



Heat stress

flooding

Loss of biodiversity

Loss of quality of soil
Fragmentation of rural estates

drought
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Fragmentation of rural
estates

De afbeelding kan niet worden weergegeven.
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a government Agency 
with a beautiful mission statement

We believe that a resilient open space is the answer to challenges such 
as urbanisation and climate change.

We will strengthen the open space
by collaborating on policy
by investing in soil and water quality, biodiversity
and infrastructure

We do so with expertise and passion, together with our partners. 

For a beautiful landscape and a healthy environment

FLEMISH LAND AGENCY │25/05/2020 10



VLAAMSE LANDMAATSCHAPPIJ 25/05/2020 │11

integrated projects of land development 
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from regional vision to development plan



in a multidisciplinar team
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working together with the
people who live and work
in the area
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and a box of tools for implementation
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Iand development plan Wildenburg-Aanwijs
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Rural estate Wildenburg

Parkbeheerplan
Watergebonden maatregelen
Restauratie ijskelder: 2020



But…..
there is still a gap between goals and results on 
the ground!
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Ambitious LandscapesFood Landscape Landscape Building

Peri-urban Building Smarter Agro Open space 
infrastructure
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There is something….
between policy and integrated projects

policy

Integrated
projects
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recurring
challenges
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Recent floods and droughts show the
urgency for a program water-land-scape



So, we brought together a flemish
team for the program



This team will support the actors in the field 
with their combined knowledge and
instruments



Our minister did agree to fund the
program



Our call for proposals gave us 40 
initiatives!



14 selected areas

Robust water courses in Westhoek–
Central – West Flanders – Vision of Gaverbeek

Burenwater– Maarkebeek– Barbierbeek

Streams.farms.ground– Laakvallei– Ravels

Getestreek– A qualitative Mechelengreen region –
Valley of Zennebeemden

Herk and Mombeekvallei– Maasvalleiand Kempenbroek



water land scha
p

+ +

Local partners and program 
partners work together



the first measures in the field



Advantages of a program?

 14 coalitions set up measures
simultaneously

 Combination of goals, knowledge, 
instruments, funds (local and program 
level)

 Best solutions are spread out in Flanders
– coalitions learn from eachother

 Website: www.waterlandschap.be
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Acceleration of 
initiatives!

Integrated
approach!

Learning platform!
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other programs?
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a program for valued landscapes?
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Developing nature and
landscape qualities

Building identity, 
social cohesion,
Proudness

A local economy based
on and enhancing the
landscape quality
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meer informatie :

Website VLM : 
https://www.vlm.be/nl/themas/platteland/openruimteplatform/

nieuwsbrief VLM :
https://www.flexmail.eu/f-1722e8676dfb88b7

Stay
healthy!

https://www.vlm.be/nl/themas/platteland/openruimteplatform/
https://www.flexmail.eu/f-1722e8676dfb88b7
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