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Malta Enterprise builds
momentum on EU projects

ME announces new FOSO-POCO project as RELOS3 moves to
the second phase and Innova Foster is successfully completed

Malta Enterprise is leading a new
project titled FOSO-POCO (Fos-
tering Social Entreprencurship
Ecosystems Post-COVID19), to
gether with project partners
Tartu City Government and Cork
Local Council. The project
started this month, runs until
February 2022 and is co funded
by the Executive Agency for Small
and Medium sized Enterprises
(EASME), under the COSME
programme.

The project aims to improve
the understanding of social en
treprencurship in the regions of
Cork (Ireland), Tartu (Estonia)
and Malta.

This will be achieved by identi
fying and involving relevant
stakeholders, and using best
practices and expert involvement
to address existing gaps in the
respective ecosystems.

It aims to establish local frame
works to assist social enterprises
in a post-COVID economy, in
order to further the economic de
velopment and create jobs in
these regions. It also serves toas
sist promising social enterprises
in piloting, pitching and interna
tionalising lhclr pmduc“ or
services, th

of the project partners in Ireland,
Estonia and Malta.

Particular attention will be
given to social enterprises in
volved in providing a service or
product in the fight against the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The project has three specific

Participants in RELOS3 at Emmen, the Netherlands, in September 2018.

1, Create better understanding
of social entreprencurship lo
cally; identify and involve the
nkwnl stakeholders, use best

which

in a post-COVID

RELOS3 enters its
second phase

Malta Enterprise is also involved
in Interreg Europe’s project
‘RELOS3’, which focuses on im
proving the deployment of the
country’s Smart Specialisation
Strategies (RIS3) in a local context
by actively involving local

ar

Smart specialisation is an EU
led, innovative approach, which
aims to boost growth and jobs in
Europe by enabling each region to
identify and develop its own com
petitive advantages. Through its
bottom-up approach, smart spe
clalisation brings together local
authoritics, academia, business
spheres and the civil society,
working for the implementation
of longterm growth strategies
supported by EU funds,

Tht six ptoju‘l partners are the
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lu address existing gaps in the mlcrprhcs in plloﬂnu. h gional Authority
ecosystem; and internationalising  their (hnhnd).and Malta Enterprise. All

2. Establishing a local frame
work to assist social enterprises

product or services through the
networks of the project partners.
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Representatives of the various partners of Innova Foster in Cork, Ireland, in November 2017 (left) and in Oldham, the UK, in JI;I\' 2018,

Fostering interregional collaborations

CONTINGED FROM PAGE 1

are strongly linked to supporting
and fostering advanced manufac-
turing and ICT sectors in their
respective regions,

The project consists of two

stages.

The first phase, now complete,
consisted of studying, and con.
trasting, the partners’ strategies,
which has demonstrated the im
portance of the role of local
authorities’ invol in RIS3

policymakers, practitioners and
nhznl stakeholders, as well as

gional learning exch
between the various partners and
their stakeholders.

This culminated in an overarch
ing study, including a collection of
good practices, as well as partners’
individual local action plans. These
local action plans have identified
gaps in the deployment of local
smart specialisation and put for
ward various proposals for im

in

ﬁuutks lmﬂmumulhn and

andlnnowﬂon.

During this first phase, the
partners  have  undertaken
capacity building activities for

ration follows the lmpkmmnlkm
of the proposed actions and meas
ures the impact till the project
comes to an end in December 2021

For more information about the
project, visitt wwwinterregeu
rope.cu/relos3/

Estonia, Torun Regional Develop
ment Agency in Poland, ifi
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Innova Foster Spain am! Ma!l;ufmmcrpdmdr ") were  the (:lhtf partnering countries’
wrapped up in execution of this project. Through the project, Malta En

ber 2020 The project’s goal was toleverage  terprise supported the creation
September scalable, high potential start-ups  of the national Start up Founda
Malta Enterprise also through inthe inno-  tion (SUM), improved the corpo-
that Interreg Europe’s ‘Innova Fos-  vation process, in order to bolster  ration's incentives for start-ups
ter’ project, which started in Janu-  their role as regional and industry  and  organised the national
ary 2017, has recently come to a  innovation providers. Part of the  Startup Café.
successful close. This has been  project involved the corporation The project has also facilitated
marked by an online closing con-  holding stakeholder consultations new  collaborations  between
ference in September 2020, in  and participating in multiple the corporation and other
which the various partners (Cork  interregional visits. project partners.
City Council in Ireland, Oldham A local action plan, the result of For more information about
Metropolitan Borough Council in  dose collaboration with local key  the project, visit www.interreges
the UK, Tartu City Government in  stakcholders, served to identify  rope.cu/innovafoster/.




