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The economic crisis, greatly 
worsened by the Covid – 19 
pandemic emergency, has led Molise 
Region to explore new measures and 
models that can restore the local 
economy. The priority requirement 
is to develop new business models 
with a great potential in terms of 
competitiveness and employment, 
which can help the regional 
ecosystem to overcome distortions 
and difficulties caused by the 
current economic situation. Besides 
that, the regional entrepreneurial 
world faced the need to reinvent 
their businesses in order to 
survive on the market, moving on 
innovative solutions in term of 
products, processes and marketing. 
A key strategic choice could be the 
integration of ICT solutions in their 
businesses, matched with a more 
creative and opened vision.
As highlighted in the Regional Smart 
Specialization Strategy (S3), the main 
regional policy orientation in this 
context is to support the creation 
of growth opportunities based 
on knowledge, innovation and 
stakeholder sharing processes. This 
intent can be set by supporting the 
realization of innovative proposals 
by SMEs and professionals, in the 
form of experimental projects based 
on cooperation, networks and 
synergies. Specifically, for Molise 

Region, the Smart Specialization 
strategy, identified “the creativity” as 
one of the development drivers for 
the region and ICT and it represents 
an important element for the regional 
growth. In line with the main aim of 
the project RegionArts, which is to 
promote the competitiveness and 
innovation of companies through the 
integration and synergies, between 
ICT and artists, Molise Region Action 
Plan foresees to offer innovative 
solutions in the design and 
implement the management of the 
regional funds, confirming that the 
Policy Instrument addressed is the 
Regional Operational Programme 
(ROP) – Molise Region 2014-2020, 
as indicated in the Application Form 
but specifying that, according to 
the Decision C(2015) 4999 final, the 
European Commission approved, 
for Molise Region, the Operational 
Programme of the European 
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 
along with the European Social Fund 
(ESF) for the period 2014/2020. It is 
a unique Programme which includes 
11 priority axes, including the Priority 
Axis n. 8: “Education and Training” 
(ESF) in addition to those already 
mentioned in the Application Form 
and addresses by Molise Region 
Action Plan.

INTRODUCTION
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The RegionArts project has been granted 
in the framework of the Interreg Europe 
Programme 2014 – 2020. Category 2. 
SME competitiveness, Specific objective 
2.1. Improving SMEs competitiveness 
policies. Eight partners are involved in the 
implementation of the project: 
1)	 PDF - Porto Polytechnic Institute 
(Portugal);
2)	 ART-ER StockJoint Consortium (until 
30/04/2019 ASTER StockJoint Consortium) 
(Italy); 
3)	 Baltan Laboratories (The 
Netherlands); 
4)	 KEPA - Businessand Cultural 
Development Centre (Greece); 
5)	 SERN (Startup Europe Regions 
Network) (Belgium); 
6)	 University of Lapland (Finland);
7)	 ENTER - Koprivnički poduzetnikLtd. 
BusinessSupport Institution (Croatia); 
8)	 Molise Region (Italy).
The main general objective of the project 
is to improve the implementation of 
Structural Funds/other funds in partner 
regions, through adapting or designing 
1 support scheme in each region for the 
promotion of collaborations between 
artists and ICT companies. About Molise 
Region, the participation in the project 
has facilitated the improvement of the 
Governance process on the basis of 
the RegionArts outputs, as developing 
a monitoring mechanism to evaluate 
impact of regional development on ICT 

Tools adoption and through a better 
Public Administration staff capacity, 
achieved during the participation in the 
project learning process. Moreover, an 
improvement of the addressed policy 
instrument has been led by including 
synergies among ITC & Arts as an eligible 
expenditure and a strategic activity in the 
financial and non-financial instruments 
implemented. 
The implementation of the project foresees 
two phases:
1)	 Phase 1 – Focus on the interregional 
learning process (from June 2018 to May 
2021). During this phase, an interregional 
learning process has been conducted 
through the exchange of experiences (EoE) 
and study visits among partners. At the 
end of this phase, each partner, included 
Molise Region, must submit an Action Plan 
for the integration of the lessons learnt 
into their local policies and practices. 
2)	 Phase 2 – Monitoring of the action 
plan implementation (from June 2021 
to May 2023). In this second phase, the 
RegionArts partners will be asked to 
monitor the implementation of their own 
action plans.

THE PROJECT 
“REGIONARTS” 
Enhancing SME growth by the integration of Artists in ICT 
projects
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Nowadays, in Molise the experiences 
of connection between policy makers, 
artists, entrepreneurs, researchers, 
developers are sporadic and occasional 
and a structured system to encourage 
this kind of collaborations is not present 
on the regional territory. The reasons 
for this lack are several, first of all a poor 
entrepreneurial culture and a really low 
number of graduates in technical and 
scientific disciplines, as well as a poor 
endowment of telematic infrastructures 
and a lack of coordination and availability 
of local actors for participatory and 
cooperative actions. But also, a weak 
awareness of the opportunities for SMEs’ 
growth and innovation arising from the 

vcooperation among ITC and arts by the 
side of Molise Region policy makers can be 
underlined. 
	 In the framework of the RegionArts 
activities, Molise Region implemented 
a mapping process in order to support 
its policy on Research and Innovation, 
mainly through ROP ERDF/ESF 2014-
2020, based on actions dedicated to RIS3 
implementation that can contribute to 
the regional strategy implementation and 
actions coherent with the RIS3, strongly 
connected with the topic addressed by 
RegionArts project.

Molise Region - The policy context about ICT and the Arts.
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With the project activities a dialogue was 
started between the official representatives 
of the regional offices of the Ministry 
of Cultural Heritage and Activities, the 
professors of the University of Molise 
and research centres, representative of 
professional associations, in particular 
Architects and Engineers, some 
representatives of Municipalities, Schools, 
Organizations and Cultural Associations in 
order to create a structured operational 
network able of stimulating institutions 
towards shared and feasible solutions that 
allow the use of culture and creativity as a 
driver for social and economic innovation 

and as a stimulus for research and 
investments in the field of technology and 
innovation.
	 This important connections among 
ICT, arts, cultural, tourist and creative 
industries is mainly recalled in the Molise 
Smart Specialisation Strategy which 
underlines, as development drivers and 
vertical and horizontal interventions, just 
the involvement of the cultural, tourist 
and creative industries and innovation in 
the ICT system and, as development driver 
just the creativity sector, in line with the 
RegionArts topics.
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Molise Region elaborated its Action Plan 
following the indications specified in the 
Action Plan Template officially provided 
by the Interreg Europe Programme: 
“Produced by each region, the action plan 
is a document providing details on how 
the lessons learnt from the cooperation 
will be implemented in order to improve 
the policy instrument tackled within that 
region. The minimum information to be 
provided per action includes the way the 
action is linked to the project, the nature 
of the activities to be implemented, their 
timeframe, the stakeholders involved, the 

costs and funding sources. If the same 
policy instrument is addressed by several 
partners, only one action plan is required. 
The action plan should also include actions 
that may have already been initiated in 
phase 1”.
The methodology used for the elaboration 
of the Molise Region Action Plan has 
considered 3 main steps:
1)	 Identification of good practices;
2)	 Exchange of good practices and 
interregional learning;
3)	 Elaboration of the Action Plan.

Molise Region Action Plan 

THE METHODOLOGY
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POLICY CONTEXT
The Action Plan aims to impact:  	
•	 Investment for Growth and Jobs 
programme
	 European Territorial Cooperation 
programme
 	 Other regional development policy 
instrument

Name of the policy instrument 
addressed: ROP ERDF/ESF 2014/2020 of 
Molise Region

The Programme covers all the Molise 
territory and it is structured according to 
following Priority Axes:
Axis 1: Research, technical development 
and innovation (ERDF)
Axis 2: Digital Agenda (ERDF)
Axis 3: Competitiveness of the productive 
system Sustainable Energy (ERDF)
Axis 4: Sustainable Energy (ERDF)
Axis 5: Environment, Culture and Tourism 
(ERDF)
Axis 6: Employment (ESF)
Axis 7: Social inclusion and fight against 
poverty (ESF)
Axis 8: Education and training (ESF)
Axis 9: Institutional and administrative 
capacity (ESF)
Axis 10: Technical assistance (ERDF)
Axis 11: Technical assistance (ESF)
Molise Region would like to improve 
its policy instrument by including 
synergies among ITC & Arts as an eligible 
expenditure and a strategic activity in the 
financial and non-financial instruments 

to be implemented within the ROP ERDF/
ESF 2014/2020 of Molise Region. Our 
Policy makers have a weak awareness of 
the opportunities for SMEs’ growth and 
innovation arising from the cooperation 
among ITC and arts, so for them it is hard 
to shape the policy instrument. 
As planned by the Interreg Europe 
Programme, in terms of results, each action 
planned in the Action Plan must improve 
the Policy Instrument/ Structural Funds 
programmes addressed in 3 different 
ways, that can be also interconnected:
1)	 Type 1: implementation of new 
projects;
2)	 Type 2: change in the management 
of the policy instrument (improved 
governance)
3)	 Type 3: change in the strategic 
focus of the policy instrument (structural 
change).
Molise Region with its Action Plan aims at 
making results in changing management 
of the policy instrument as improved 
governance (Type 2), integrating some 
learnt experiences, gained from the 
RegionArts interregional learning process 
led during the phase 1 of the project. 
These new inputs allowed to Molise 
Region to reconsider the evaluation grid 
of an already launched public notice for 
the presentation of new projects of higher 
education courses, in order to assign more 
scores to the projects which consider the 
RegionArts themes and topics in their 
submitted proposals.

POLICY 
CONTEXT
The Action Plan aims to impact: Investment for Growth and 
Jobs programme



ACTION
 Identification and planning of 
postgraduate training courses.
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THE 
BACKGROUND

In Molise, the current state of the art 
regarding the technical knowledges and 
skills about artistic and creative processes 
in the framework of the innovation 
sector, especially in the Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT), suggests 
that the sector must be strongly promoted 
and enhanced. From the experiences 
acquired:
a) in the Study Visit held in Bologna on 1-2 
October 2018, organized by the partner 
“ART-ER StockJoint Consortium (until 
30/04/2019 ASTER StockJoint Consortium)” 
where the partnership visited the 
“Fondazione Golinelli” and gained 
information about the project “Icaro”, 
dealing with the developing personal 
growth and bridging the gap between 
study and working life;
b)  in the Exchange of Experiences (EoE) n. 5 
held in Brussels from 4th to 8th November 
2019, where the good practice “Kratkispoj 
(Short Circuit)”, coming from the partner 
7 PP “Koprivnički poduzetnikLtd. Business 
Support Institution” of RegionArts, 
was presented, and from the detailed 
description of this good practice inserted 
in official page of the RegionArts project;
Molise Region gained awareness that the 
basis for growth and the achievement 
of good results in this field must be the 

identification and planning of higher 
education and training activities that can 
promote the integration of the arts, and 
more generally, of the creative sector as 
an essential and fruitful component within 
research and innovation in Molise ICT 
sector.
Specifically, the basic purpose to enable 
students to work in an interdisciplinary, 
cross-sectorial context, highlighting the 
connection of the art S area with the 
technical and professional sector inspired 
the development of this action. Moreover, 
the “Short Circuit” project offered to the 
students the change to integrate theoretical 
knowledges in the art sector with practical 
experiences, involving students of different 
professional and scientific backgrounds. 
In order to transfer the above-mentioned 
experiences in a practical manner also on 
the Molise territory, this Action 1 focuses 
on the integration in the evaluation grid of 
an already launched Public Notice called 
“Post-graduate courses and Territory…. 
My future in Molise” in the framework of 
the ROP ERDF/ESF 2014/2020 of Molise 
Region. This Public Notice has been 
structured from the beginning considering 
two deadlines to submit proposals during 
the year 2020 but at the same conditions.

Molise Region gained awareness that the basis for growth 
and the achievement of good results in this field must be 
the identification and planning of higher education and 
training activities that can promote the integration of the    
creative sector within research and innovation in Molise ICT 
sector
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The main purpose of the action is to 
change the planned conditions with the 
application of a new method of evaluation 
of the criteria for the second deadline, 
considering new elements 
that can be attributed 
to RegionArts exchange 
of experience learning 
outcomes.  The Public 
Notice has the aim to 
support the participation 
of young students in 
post-graduate education 
through the creation 
of higher education 
courses in order to 
promote employment 
and qualification of 
young people, particularly 
qualified and prepared, and 
support the development 
and competitiveness, also 
of the enterprises working 
in the art and creative 
fields, creating opportunities especially 
for high technical and scientific profiles. 
These education paths are focused on 
the acquisition of specific managerial 

skills to facilitate access to employment 
in companies already existing in the 
area but also to start paths of self-
entrepreneurship. Within this context, the 

high-level training courses 
that will be financed 
must also be consistent 
with the regional smart 
specialization strategy (S3), 
providing a strong link 
with the economic realities 
of the territory. The 
importance of the concepts 
of the interdisciplinary and 
cross-sectorial context and 
the fact that the students 
must be introduced 
into practical multi-
disciplinary work, gained 
from the “Koprivnički 
poduzetnikLtd. Business 
Support Institution” good 
practice, will be transferred 
in this Action, ensuring 

practical internships within regional SMEs 
and other local entities, public and private 
, during the planned education path.

“
These education 
paths are focused 
on the acquisition 
of specific 
managerial skills 
to facilitate access 
to employment in 
companies already 
existing in the area
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Starting from the importance of 
transferring this acquired best practices 
and learnt lessons, Molise Region put in 
place the following actions in order to 
integrate the Public Notice with references 
to the RegionArts project and the 
importance to valorise the proposals that 
allows to enhance the synergies between 
ICT and arts/design/creativity between 
artists and professionals, creative people 
and ICT technicians, humanities and 
sciences students:
a)	 several meetings with the ROP 
ERDF/ESF 2014 – 2020 of Molise Region 
Managing Authority;
b)	 the official note n. 127239/2020 
of 10.08.2020 sent by the Director of the 
Molise regional Service “Competitiveness 
of Productive Systems, development of 
Industrial, Commercial and Crafts activities, 
competition policies, internationalisation 
of enterprises, European territorial 
cooperation and territorial marketing”, 
in charge of the RegionArts activities, to 
the Managing Authority for asking the to 
assess the opportunity to integrate the 
Public Notice considering references that 
enhances of high education paths that 
allow to improve the synergies between ICT 
and art/design/creativity between artists 
and technologists, between creatives and 
computer scientists, between humanists 
and science scholars;
c)	 the regional determination n. 112 
of 21 September 2020 that approves the 
modification of the evaluation grid of 
the proposed projects of high education 
paths;
d)	 the new version of the Public Notice 
that reports at Article n. 1 “Purpose of the 
notice” the references to the RegionArts 
project as follows:
“In this context, the intention is to finance 
the creation of high-level training courses, 
which should also be consistent with 
the Smart Specialisation Strategy (RIS3) 
providing a strong link with the economic 
realities of the area. In line with the Smart 
Specialisation Strategy, as well as with 
the comparison, experience and good 

practices related to the European project 
RegionArts - Enhancing SME growth by 
the integration of Artists in ICT projects’, 
there is a willingness to support high-
level training courses that also allow 
cross-sectoral learning that favours the 
interconnection between the humanistic 
and the technical/scientific spheres, which 
are no longer separate if we want to cope 
with the new transformations that the 
digital is imposing to the world of work 
and culture”. 
e)	 the modified evaluation grid for 
valorising the proposals connected to 
the Smart Specialisation Strategy (S3) 
that must take into consideration also 
the connections between the presented 
projects and the valorisation of the 
technological innovation connected with 
the art and culture, as suggested by the 
RegionArts learning, considering 5 more 
scores for those projects which presents 
“complementarity with objectives/actions 
in other regional programming documents 
(coherence with strategies/objectives of 
regional programming documents, in 
function of the overall socio-economic 
development of the territory)”
f)	 comparison between the evaluation 
of the proposals submitted in the 2 
different deadlines, referring to the new 
score added thanks to the influence of 
RegionArts, showing that, in the submission 
of the applications of the second deadline, 
many projects considered to include 
elements deriving from RIS 3 and the 
topics of Regionarts in order to improve 
their proposals, which made the scores, 
in the reference indicator, but also as a 
total about the coherence of the proposal 
with the RIS3 of Molise Region connected 
to the theme of RegionArts project,  much 
higher than in the evaluation grid of the 
first deadline.
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Tab.5 – Evaluation Grid before integrations coming from RegionArts
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Tab.6 – Evaluation Grid after integrations coming from 
RegionArts
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Tab.7 – Extract from Evaluation Grid of the approved 
proposals before integrations coming from RegionArts
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Tab.8 – Extract from Evaluation Grid of the approved 
proposals after integrations coming from RegionArts
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This Action will be implemented developing 
the following activities:
•	 Launch of the public notice “Master 
e Territorio….il mio futuro in Molise” 
with the Regional Determination n. 11 of 
05.03.2020, considering two deadlines to 
submit proposals during the year 2020 at 
the same conditions.
•	 Period for the submission of the 
proposals from 16.03.2020 to 30.04.2020;
•	 Evaluation of the submitted 
proposals;
•	 Publication of the ranking list with 
the Regional Determination n. 4039 of 03-
08-2020;
•	 Regional Determination n.112 of 
21.09.2020 presenting the integration 
suggested by the RegionArts project; 
•	 Period for the submission of the 
proposals from 01.10.2020 to 15.11.2020 
presenting the opportunity to have more 
scores submitting projects connected with 
the theme of RegionArts;
•	 Submission of the proposal by 

the Higher Education Institutions by the 
deadline of 15 November 2020; 
•	 Evaluation of the submitted 
proposals;
•	 Publication of the ranking list with 
the Regional Determination n. 2867 of 
21.05.2021;
•	 Publication of the selection of the 
direct beneficiaries for the post graduate 
course classes – to be made;
•	 Scheduling and implementation of 
the training and internship calendars – to 
be made.
During these post graduate courses, 
the Good Practices of RegionArts and 
the Action Plan of Molise Region will be 
exposed, as well as those of the other 
partners, in order to create an integrated 
development of innovative best practices 
between the field of the art and creative 
sector and the other professional and 
scientific sectors.

ACTION
Action for activities implementation
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Managing Authority of ERDF-ESF ROP of 
Molise 2014 - 2020: as Managing Authority 
of the Policy Instrument addressed in the 
RegionArts project, it will be in charge of 
launching a call for the implementation of 
the planned activities. 
Molise Region – Service “Competitiveness 
of production systems, development of 
industrial, commercial and craft activities, 
competition policies, internationalization 
of enterprises, European territorial 
cooperation and territorial marketing” as 
project partner.
The other players involved in the 
development and implementation of this 
Action are SMEs, professionals, young 
graduated student, young entrepreneurs 
as:
•	 Higher Education Institutions as 
direct beneficiaries of the Action that can 
apply for the grant;
•	 University of Molise;
•	 SMEs;
•	 Graduate Students and 
professionals as final beneficiaries who 
will receive the grant;
•	 Public Bodies and Research 
Institutes;
•	 Molise Chamber of Commerce 
(representing over 30000 SMEs)
•	 Regional enterprises associations;

PLAYERS 
INVOLVED
Actor involved in Regionarts Action Plan Development.
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Timeframe
      Years 2020 - 2022

3.	 Costs
Entire Action: € 1.000.000,00
First Call of Public Notice: € 500.000 
Second Call of Public Notice: € 500.000 

4.	 Funding sources
ROP ERDF/ESF 2014/2020 of Molise Region 
- Axis 8 – Education and Training. Action 
8.2.2. Public Notice “Post-graduate courses 
and Territory…. My future in Molise”.

TIMEFRAME,COSTS 
and FUNDING
SOURCES 
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SIGNATURE OF 
ACTION PLAN
I hereby confirm that Molise Region as a partner of the 
RegionArts project with this Action Plan has defined priority 
actions target towards the improvement of policy planning 
and its instruments that are essential for promoting 
financial instruments for innovation. 

Place:
____________________

Date:
____________________

Signature of representative:
_______________________

Stamp of the organisation (if available)
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