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Do you remember what you were doing on 30 September 2019? On
that day, we, the LCA4Regions partners, met for the �rst time, in
Brussels, to start our long journey towards a more e�ective
implementation of environmental policy instruments by the
application of Life Cycle Methodologies. We have now closed a (�rst)
loop by concluding three years of exchange of experience on the

topic. Meeting again in Brussels last May, we acknowledged the work accomplished
and agreed that our work and the outputs presented in this newsletter contributed
to bring one step closer LCA and public policies. Now we hope that many other
public authorities will get inspired by our journey and follow our path. For this, the
policy roadmap that we developed might provide insteresting keys.

If you need one more reason to embrace LCA in your public policies, then we invite
you to keep following us for one more - and �nal - year. Thanks to the various
actions developed in our Action Plans, we will exemplify how to concretely integrate
LCA to improve resource e�ciency. Green public procurement, food distribution
systems, training course... the actions that we will implement are varied but are all
steming from the fruitful exchanges we had throughout our journey. Have a regular
look at our website or follow @LCA4regions on Twitter to see how we bring our
Action Plans to life and boost sustainability on our territories thanks to LCA!
 

Click on the picture to view an explanation of the LCA4Regions journey in video (available in
more languages)!

Project’s buzz

How to integrate e�ectively the life cycle approach in policy-making
processes?

To support policy makers get a better understanding of the life cycle approach and address
sustainability objectives through their policies, in particular applying life cycle-based tools and
using a life cycle thinking mindset, the LCA4Regions partners have prepared a policy roadmap.
It is the result of both the experiences they gained during the project activities and the
knowledge they already had as institutions.

Get your copy of the LCA4regions
Good Practices Guide

57 Good Practices promoting life-cycle
based approach in policy instruments
through the introduction of the Life Cycle
Assessment methodology have been
collected by the LCA4Regions project. If you
can browse them online, it is also possible
for you to download the Good Practices
Guide. Maybe you will even �nd it in your
language as it has already been translated
into no less than 7 languages!

Experiencing Life Cycle Initiative
Conference

The LCA4Regions project joined the Life
Cycle Initiative Conference 2022. In addition
to disseminating the project's �rst results, it
was a great opportunity to strengthen
connections between the LCA community
academia and public policies and regional
development authorities. The project was in
particular under the spotlights during the
session “Fostering Regional Sustainable
Development through Life Cycle
Approaches”.

Bright future for LCA in public
policies

How to bring together LCA and public
policies? This is the challenge accepted by
LCA4Regions. The project already showed
that a dialogue between public authorities,
research centres and businesses is possible
and should be continued for LCA to become
an integral part of policy making to reach
sustainability. Project partners shared their
�rst conclusions and recommendations to
take concrete action, taking as an example
the sustainable built environment, during a
conference in Brussels.

Bilateral visits to deepen the
exchange of experience

Eager to learn even more about some
practices developed by another partner and
relevant for their Action Plans, two
LCA4Regions partners used the opportunity
of bilateral visits o�ered by the Interreg
Europe programme. This is how Satakunta
visited Navarra to understand its food
distribution system and Lodzkie came to
Satakunta to exchange experiences in the
�eld of sustainable development.

The Life Cycle route, �nal stop: Baixo Alentejo

Bem-vindo ao Baixo Alentejo

Baixo Alentejo is part of the Alentejo region
in Portugal, bordered to the north by Évora
district, to the east by Spain, and to the
south by Faro district. The main economic
activities the region are based on mining
(pyrites), forestry, hunting, agriculture and
livestock and therefrom derived products
like cork, olive oil, wines, among others. This
sub-region is strongly marked not only by a
diverse cultural heritage (wuth
archaeological sites, castles, churches, old
mines...) but also by a natural heritage - e.g.
the Special Protection Areas of Moura,
Barrancos and Guadiana.

Baixo Alentejo policy context
under review

One of the regional challenges regarding
LCA in Baixo Alentejo is to eliminate barriers
in what regards sustainable and innovation
processes, to generate new knowledge and
to transfer that knowledge into new
products, services and business models.
After discovering the local policy context
and policy instruments where LCA could
have been used, participants of the TLJ
discussed the following topics: funding for
LCA; LCA integration in public policies;
Integration of private sector experience;
Capacity building.

Discovering two local good
practices

The TLJ in Baixo Alentejo included two study
visits. The Vidigueira Cooperative Winery is
one of the producers that are part of the
Wines of Alentejo Sustainability programme
– WASP. Launched in 2015, this programme
supports improvements in environmental
and social sectors, as well as the econnomic
performace of Alentejo’s wine industry. The
URSA Project – Alqueva By-product
Recirculation Unit – is a composting system,
based on the exchange of agricultural by-
products for organic fertilizer for agronomic
use by farmers, materializing the circular
economy of short cycles in the agricultural
context.

And this is the end of the TLJ
journey...

The TLJ in Baixo Alentejo concluded the
journey of the LCA4Regions partners across
their territories and regions. Between
January 2020 and March 2022, 7 TLJ took
place, in di�erent shapes, focuses,
participants. All in all, the TLJs have been a
colossal and highly positive learning
experience, from a thematic point of view
but also organisational since the project
partners had to adapt to the global
circumstances and the new context of
pandemic.

LCA4Regions brings changes: zoom on our Action
Plans

Action Plan Baixo Alentejo

With two actions, CIMBAL will improve ERDF
OP 2021-2027 management procedures for
the Baixo Alentejo region in what regards
the preparation of new calls and the
integration of circular and life cycle criteria in
the forthcoming calls. First it will integrate
life cycle criteria in its central purchasing
procedures and life cycle in its costs in public
procurement taking into consideration
de�ned and speci�c product groups. A
second action targets green public
procurement and capacity building.

Action Plan Lithuania

By developing the Action Plan for Lithuania,
the Kaunas University of Technology is
working to advance Lithuania’s resource
e�ciency . The Action Plan is divided into
two actions: improving the resource
e�ciency and waste management at
regional level by fostering the Eco
innovations for the transition to Circular
economy; and stimulating the Public
procurement process by the education and
communication about the Good practices
and results.

Action Plan Lodzkie

The Action Plan for the Lodzkie Region
focuses on the introduction of LCA issues to
the operational program European Funds
for Lodzkie 2021-2027. This policy
instrument de�nes the main areas and
directions of activities for the development
of the Lodzkie Region with the use of the EU
funds for the years 2021-2027. Under this
instrument, the LCA concept will be
integrated into the main area of support in
the future budget perspective. It will also
enable direct support to actors in
disseminating the use of Life Cycle
Assessment. Such action will facilitate the
�nancing of projects based on LCA and
related methodologies.

Action Plan Lombardy

Lombardy Region wants to stimulate the
use of the life cycle approach to support the
sustainable implementation of the Regional
Program ERDF 2021-2027. To this end, its
Action Plan includes three actions to:

stimulate the use of the life cycle
approach to boost sustainable
innovation;
Improve the sustainability of the
energy e�ciency of buildings in all
their life cycle;
Stimulate and supporting the use of
life cycle based schemes, such as
Made Green in Italy, to increase the
sustainability of the supply chains.

Action Plan Navarra

Thanks to its Action Plan, Navarra aims to introduce life cycle instruments in two di�erent
policy instruments, Green Public Procurement (GPP) Plan and its Waste Plan. With the �rst
action and its new GPP plan, reduce the impact derived from public contracting in Navarra, so
that the introduction of the environmental variable in the contracts translates into a real
reduction in the repercussions on the environment. Navarra will also calculate the carbon
footprint of its household waste to establish a carbon reduction target for 2025 and draw the
appropriate actions for reducing its emissions.

Action Plan Satakunta

How to improve resource e�ciency and
resilience in Satakunta through life cycle
assessment for food distribution systems?
The actions to be taken by Satakunta
include building a model for e�cient food
distribution systems with a guidance
through life cycle assessment. LCA
methodologies will be used for guiding to
improve digitalised networking between
food suppliers, public authorities, social and
health sector, food distribution
organisations & restaurants. Carbon
footprinting analyses will be used for
guiding of actions, logistics etc.

Action Plan Slovenia

The Action Plan developed by the National
Chemistry Institute for Slovenia aims to link
the stakeholders – economic entities,
educational and research area, authorities
and individuals – in the value chain
according to the principle of completed
continuous �ows, as well as to develop new
models for transition to a circular economy.
The �rst action is to implement
mathematical models for green public
procurement into the Slovenian Public
Procurement system to help with
calculating the costs of the purchase and
use when buying vehicles for public
authorities. The second will see the
organisation of a course on Circular
economy.

The LCA4Regions project - Improved Environment and Resource E�ciency through use of Life Cycle Instruments for
implementation of regional policies of the European Union - aims at promoting life-cycle based approach in policy
instruments thought the introduction of the Life Cycle Assessment methodology.
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This publication reflects the author's views only and the Interreg Europe programme authorities are not liable for any
use that may be made of the information contained therein.

Copyright © 2022 EU Interreg Project, All rights reserved.

You are receiving this email because you expressed interest in LCA4Regions. 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

 

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate

https://mailchi.mp/cd70cf5fa197/life_cycle_catalyst_6?e=[UNIQID]
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9YyutI5nuYM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9YyutI5nuYM
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions/reports/policy-roadmap/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions/reports/good-practices-guide/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions/news/news-article/14837/Experiencing-Life-Cycle-Initiative-Conference/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions/news/news-article/14509/bright-future-for-lca-in-public-policies/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions/news/news-article/14958/deepening-the-exchange-of-experience/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions/news/news-article/14130/bem-vindo-ao-baixo-alentejo/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions/news/news-article/14962/baixo-alentejo-policy-context-under-review/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions/news/news-article/14963/study-visits-in-baixo-alentejo/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions/news/news-article/14964/and-this-is-the-end-of-the-tlj-journey/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions/news/news-article/14971/action-plan-baixo-alentejo/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions/news/news-article/14972/action-plan-lithuania/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions/news/news-article/14970/action-plan-lodzkie/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions/news/news-article/14966/action-plan-lombardy/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions/news/news-article/14968/action-plan-navarra/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions/news/news-article/14969/action-plan-satakunta/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions/news/news-article/14973/action-plan-slovenia/
mailto:info@lca4regions.eu
http://www.twitter.com/LCA4regions
https://www.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions
http://www.interregeurope.eu/lca4regions
https://lca4regions.us20.list-manage.com/profile?u=c4e181aed8f1d1cf5ce38cc95&id=fc47e3cc7c&e=[UNIQID]&c=aaf3e981de
https://lca4regions.us20.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=c4e181aed8f1d1cf5ce38cc95&id=fc47e3cc7c&e=[UNIQID]&c=aaf3e981de
http://www.mailchimp.com/email-referral/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral_marketing&aid=c4e181aed8f1d1cf5ce38cc95&afl=1
http://eepurl.com/gFkxU9
https://us20.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=c4e181aed8f1d1cf5ce38cc95&id=fc47e3cc7c
https://us20.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=c4e181aed8f1d1cf5ce38cc95&id=fc47e3cc7c
javascript:;

