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POLICY CONTEXT

• Targeted policy instrument in the Application form: Operational
Programme "Innovation and Competitiveness" 2014-2020 (OPIC);

• New policy instrument addressed: Programme “Competitiveness and
innovation in enterprises” 2021–2027 (PCIE);

PCIE 2021 - 2027 is :
o Investment for Growth and Jobs programme;
o aimed at achieving smart and sustainable growth of the Bulgarian

economy, as well as the implementation of industrial and digital
transformation.

o adressing the needs identified in areas such as “competitiveness” and
“entrepreneurship” through the interventions envisaged under Priority 1,
specific objective 3 “Enhancing sustainable growth and competitiveness
of SMEs and job creation in SMEs, including by productive investments”.
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PCIE 2021-2027

Policy objective 1 „A more 
competitive and smarter 

Europe … “

Policy objective 2 „A greener, 
low-carbon transitioning 

towards a net zero carbon 
economy and resilient 

Europe …“

Priority 1 
„Innovation and Growth“

Priority 2 
„Circular Economy“

Priority 3 „Technical assistance“

STRUCTURE OF PCIE 2021-2027
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PCIE: MAIN AREAS OF SUPPORT

PCIE

5
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R&D and innovation in 
enterprises 

Digitalization 
in enterprises Energy efficiency in 

enterprises

Growth and 
competitiveness

Transition towards 
circular economy
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ACTION ENVISAGED

ACTION
o Inclusion of craft enterprises as a specific sector in the Programme for

Competitiveness and Innovation in Enterprises for the period 2021-2027
and launching specific measure supporting family businesses, creative
industries and craft enterprises.

The proposed Action shall provide access to co-financing (small grants) for
productive investments in modern equipment, machinery and facilities for
strengthening craft SMEs competitiveness. It should be tailored to the needs
of the family enterprises, creative industries, including craft enterprises and
these specifics, along with the regional development potential should be
taken into account in the selection criteria.
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PLAYERS INVOLVED 
Responsible body for the policy instrument: Directorate-General for European Funds 
and Competitiveness of the Ministry of Innovation and Growth - Managing Authority 
of OPIC and PCIE, PP9

Players involved: 
• RAM Central Stara Planina (PP7);
• LSG;
• Organizations, identified within the project as stakeholders relevant and able to 

influence the operational program at national level:
ü Ministry of Economy and Industry, Economic Policy Directorate; 
ü The Executive Agency for Promotion of Small and Medium Enterprises (BSMEPA);
ü Chambers of Commerce and Industry;
ü Business and Professional Associations;
ü Other members of the Monitoring Committee of OPIC 2014-2020, Thematic Working
ü Group for the development of PCIE and future Monitoring Committee of PCIE 2021-

2027;
ü Other organizations related to relevant policies.
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THE GOOD PRACTICES THAT INSPIRED US

„The Trading Online Voucher 
Scheme “
(Ireland)

www.innovationvouchers.ie

„Needlecraft Academy “
(Hungary)

www.facebook.com/ kezimunkaakademia 
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THE GOOD PRACTICES THAT INSPIRED US

„Hard Cash and Soft Supports -
Building Resilient Businesses “ 

(Ireland)
https://www.localenterprise.ie/
Discover-Business-Supports/
Financial-Supports/

Artistic Crafts Call for Proposals
(Italy)

www.rinascimentofirenze.it
www.osservatoriomestieridarte.it
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THE GOOD PRACTICES THAT INSPIRED US

„Aids for the Spanish crafts
sector“ 
(Spain)

http://www.ipyme.org/_layouts/15/
ipyme/guiaayudassector.
aspx?sector=4

"Socio-economic post-COVID-
19 scenario for future trends 

in Europe, focused on 
consumer goods"  of the 

consulting agency 
"Abay Analistas" 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swbW
7aB-BCE
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OUR ACTION PLAN

Action Plan

Action:
Inclusion of craft
enterprises as a specific
sector in the PCIE 2021-2027
and launching specific measure
supporting family businesses,
creative industries and craft

enterprises.

Aim:
To specify the scope of PCIE
by providing support
opportunities for the crafts sector
by anticipating specific measure
for improvement of their
competitiveness

Inspired by the good 
practices of:

Italy, Ireland, Spain,
Hungary and 

"Socio-economic post-COVID-19 scenario for 
future trends in Europe, focused on consumer 

goods"  of the consulting agency 
"Abay Analistas" 

Policy Instrument:
Programme “Competitiveness and 
innovation in enterprises” 2021 –

2027 (PCIE)

Budget:
50 000 000 euro

ERDF funding

Indicators:
A thematic call for proposals 

launched;
Financial resources

provided. 
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ACTIVITIES AND TIMING 

Official 
submission of 

the PCIE to 
the EC

Q2 – Q3 
2022 

If the PCIE is 
approved 
and the 

proposed 
measure is 
accepted

Elaboration of 
Methodology 
and Criteria for 
selection of 
operations

• Consultation with 
the interested 
parties  and public 
discussion;
•Approval of the 
Methodology and 
Criteria for 
selection of 
operations from 
the Monitoring 
Committee of the 
PCIE 2021 – 2027
• Elaboration of  
application 
guidelines.

Launch of the 
grant award 
procedure 

Q1
2023 

Q2 – Q3 
2022 

Q3 
2022 



Thank you for your 
attention!

https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/craftscode/
https://opic.bg/public/opik/crafts-code

https://www.rso-csp.org/index.php/project/tekushti/kod-zanaqti/kod-zanaqti.html

https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/craftscode/
https://opic.bg/public/opik/crafts-code
https://www.rso-csp.org/index.php/project/tekushti/kod-zanaqti/kod-zanaqti.html

