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Introduction to POWERTY

Speaker Name: Joaquin Villar
Organisation: Andalusian Energy Agency

Final Event: 14 June 2023
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Brief history of the project

 In EU, vulnerable groups affected by energy poverty are unable to take
advantage of renewable energies.

 The complete descarbonisation of the EU's economic and energy system will
only be possible if these groups also integrate renewable energies.

POWERTY emerges with the idea of improving policy instruments to make it
easier for vulnerable groups to use renewable energies.

POWERTY is aligned with the EU policy, which recognizes that the energy
transition needs to be fair for those parts of society that are more
vulnerable
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Powerty project

Traditional measures:
• Social rates
• Help energy supplies
• Energy efficiency
• Rehabilitations/ Retrofit

Innovative measure:
• Renewable energies POWERTY

How do we overcome energy poverty?
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Powerty project

Facilitate that vulnerable households have a safe, clean and affordable 
energy supply, based on renewable energies

IMPROVE POLICY INSTRUMENTS
- reduction of energy poverty -

EMPOWERING 
CITIZENS & LOCAL 

AUTHORITIES

NORMATIVE & 
REGULATORY

RENEWABLES
TECHNOLOGIES

FINANCING
MECHANISMS
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POWERTY partners

ENERGY 
POVERTY

RENEWABLE 
ENERGY

Total budget: 1.335.118 €
Co-financing:  200.267 €
ERDF contribution: 1.112.107 € (83,0%)
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FASE 1 – 6 semesters                   FASE 2 – 2 semesters

End
August 2023 

(m48)
Approval of 
the Action 

Plan
2022 (m36) 

Exchange of 
experiences.
Learning process. 
Drafting the 
Action Plan 

Implementation 
of the Action 
Plan

Start
August 2019 

(m1) 

POWERTY phases
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SWOT Analysis of the POWERTY project
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SWOT analysis on Energy POVERTY

• Vulnerable groups are often unaware of renewable energy installations and equipment.

• The type and size of vulnerable households makes it difficult to install certain renewable energy equipment.

• There is obvious concern about the large number of illegal connections, especially in highly marginalised área

• The energy consumption of vulnerable households is low, which decreases the economic profitability

• Difficulties to access financing. Even public aid has traditionally been complex to process for vulnerable groups

• Vulnerable groups are very heterogeneous: elderly people, unemployed people, single-parent families,
immigrants, etc. This requires a different approach

• There is lack of tools in many countries for identifying and evaluating the energy poverty.

• Difficulties in accessing these groups and promoting their participation

WEAKNESSES
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SWOT analysis on Energy POVERTY

• The versatility and flexibility of renewable energies allows their adaptation to different environments

• The price of renewable installations is increasingly reduced, which favours their use.

• European funding for energy improvement actions (sustainable energy development).

• Existing national strategies for energy poverty, together with two other relevant strategies and plans (Just
Transition and National Energy and Climate Plan).

• Public administrations, particularly local ones, have extensive experience in social services

STRENGTHS
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SWOT analysis on Energy POVERTY

• Vulnerable groups are unattractive from the point of view of economic profitability, which discourages
innovation and the generation of a technological offer adapted to this type of group

• Few experiences in tackling energy poverty through renewable energies

• Public funding is insufficient to meet the energy needs of all vulnerable groups

• The availability of specific funds are often directed to other basic and most urgent concepts (food, clothing,
minimum life supplies).

• Programmes to detect and reduce energy poverty are not implemented efficiently. The most vulnerable
groups are not usually recognised as such

• Separation between technological and social actors, which has made it difficult to adopt an integrated
approach to tackling energy poverty

THREATS
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SWOT analysis on Energy POVERTY

• There are companies and entities in the energy sector that are very sensitive to the problem of energy poverty

• The extensive stock of public buildings could use renewable energy facilities for supplying energy, directly or
virtually, to vulnerable groups

• There is a growing trend of microfinance platforms (crowdfunding/crowdlending)

• In the coming years, so-called "local energy communities" will take on a much more active role

• European policy establishes that the energy transition must be fair, and must also integrate all citizens,
including vulnerable groups.

• Derived from the commitments of the Covenant of Mayors, the municipalities have to carry out measures to
tackle energy poverty.

• The insertion of vulnerable groups in the renewable energy labour market is a great opportunity to develop

• There are already various collaborations between different stakeholders (FAMP, ENDESA, Naturgy, ECODES,
Red Cross) which could strengthen and extend the work carried out in POWERTY

OPPORTUNITIES
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SWOT Analysis of the POWERTY project
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POWERTY learning process
- 3 interregional thematic seminars

- 25 Regional workshop with stakeholders

- 6 study visits

- 1 Exchange of experience meeting to share the Action Plans

- 5 Bilateral meetings between regions

- 5 dissemination events at regional/local level

- 1 high level dissemination event.

- 44 Good Practices identified

- 71 - People with increased professional capacity
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POWERTY Main Outputs
• Topics Reports

• Bilateral meetings reports

• Study visit reports

• 1 Guide of good practices

• 5 Regional action plans

• 3 Pilot Actions

https://www.interregeurope.eu/powerty/ 

Integrated in Interreg Europe website 
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Energy POVERTY GPs
More tan 44 GPs collected in the four areas
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Topic: Financial Mechanisms
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Topic: RENEWABLE ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES 
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Topic: Normative
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Topic: Empowering



20

1 2 3
POWERTY pilot actions

Creation and development of 
an energy and educational 
community in a vulnerable 

area (Torreblanca)

(AEA - Spain)

Contract model involving a 
citizen’s investment fund to 
develop renewable energy 
for low-income households 

(AURA-EE - France)

Hybrid of PV plus Battery 
Energy Storage System in 

social housing 

(EAP - Bulgaria)



21

Torreblanca pilot > WHAT

Testing the creation and development of a 
pilot energy and educational community in a 

vulnerable área, Torreblanca, in Andalusia

Set up 2 collective PV installations on the roof of 2 public schools to 
generate energy that will be shared with 10 vulnerable families of 

Torreblanca accompanied by a social integration process.

POWERTY pilot Actions
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ALUMBRA + La 
Energía del 

Cole 

SAN JUAN 
DEL PUERTO

MONACHIL ALMÓCITA

Los Pedroches

Alcolea del Río

Guadajoz – Campiña Este

Valle del Guadalhorce

Cádiz

TORREBLANCA

Osuna

Altiplano granadino

Cártama
Vélez Málaga

BERROCAL

La Rinconada
BETURIA

Energy POVERTY and Local Energy 
Communities in Andalusia

CCEE en desarrollo

Territorios donde se está trabajando en CCEE
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OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS in Andalusia
The importance of the networks at local level

52 entities in Andalusia

Memorandum of Agreement with Caritas

Memorandum of Agreement with University of Huelva
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Energy POVERTY in the AEA
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Most innovative project in Andalusia
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Other Achievements in Europe and Worldwide

International Energy Poverty Action Week (IEPAW)
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Energy POVERTY in the AEA

https://atlas.energypoverty.eu/node/857

ENERGY POVERTY ADVISORY HUB - ATLAS
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Thank you! Katharina 
Krell


